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tHe	dead	by	CHarLIe	HIGsON	(Os	1976)

A terrible disease is striking everyone over the age of 
fourteen. Death walks the streets. Nowhere is safe…

I am currently writing a series of books for young 
adults called The Enemy. I wanted the second book 
in the series, The Dead, to be about a group of kids 
going to school outside London who have to move 
into town when a zombie plague strikes. As I grew 
up in Sevenoaks and went to school there, I 
initially thought of setting the opening of the book 
at Sevenoaks School itself. I prefer to use real 
locations wherever possible. It is particularly 
effective when you’re writing about something 
that has a strong fantasy element to set the events 
firmly in the real world. In the end I, however, 
made up an imaginary school called Rowhurst, but 
very much based it on my memories of being at 
Sevenoaks in the 1970s. I’m sure the school has 
changed a great deal since then, and rather than 
spend days researching it, it seemed easier to 
project my memories of Sevenoaks onto an 
imaginary school. The geography is roughly the 
same as the real school and I’m sure any 
Sevenoaks pupils reading the book will find bits of 
it familiar. I really enjoyed my time at Sevenoaks, 
particularly the time I spent in the Art department 
under Bob White. 

Charlie Higson 

The Dead is published by Puffin (September 2010). 

tHe	PLaNe	stOry	by	KeVIN	saCCO	(Os	1970)

A modern-day Bildungsroman

I came to Sevenoaks School in 1965. My dad, an 
American ad man, had come to London to ply his 
trade. He intended to send me to the American 
School until he came across Experiments in 
Education at Sevenoaks by Kim Taylor. After reading 
Bob White’s chapter on the Art department my 
dad changed his mind. I am so glad he did. 
In John Adams’ English class I sat in wonder as the 
then 13-year-old Adam Curtis elegantly 
deconstructed Shakespeare. Ben Bradnack’s drama 
productions hooked me on theatre. A terrible 
failure at rugby, I nevertheless appropriated a red 
and white team scarf and wore it through many 
New York City winters until it disintegrated! 
I spent most of my time in the Art department. 
Mr White gently guided me through A-level and 
on to Camberwell School of Art, and I went on to a 
career as a storyboard illustrator. I look back on all 
that in The Plane Story.

Kevin Sacco

The Plane Story is published by IDW Publishing.
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