
The Middle School



Thinking      Doing      Being





Creativity

Collaboration

Self awareness

Social responsibility

Independent learning

Critical thinking

International understanding

Middle School core values
knowledge, skills, dispositions



Y9 Subjects

English Language

English Literature

Mathematics

French

Latin

Physics

Chemistry

Biology

History

Geography

Art

Music

Drama

Technology



The 
pleasure 
of 
finding 
things 
Out

Richard Feynman



Transferring Skills



Critical thinking

In the modern information 
age, as the amount of 
information increases 
exponentially, it is the process 
of learning, applying and 
evaluating knowledge that 
matters more than ever 
before, not just the acquisition 
of knowledge.  

(IB Diploma Programme:  From Principles into Practice P.7)



Core courses

Systems of Belief (years 7-9)

Critical Perspectives (year 10)

10 Ideas that changed the world (year 11)

PSHE



SYSTEMS OF BELIEF



CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES



10 IDEAS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD…



Typical questions…

• Are there universal rules common to all cultures? When is it 
appropriate to break the rules?

• How do we express our individuality and are we really that 
different from each other?

• What are the limits to our freedom? 

• What does it mean to respect another person’s beliefs? 

• When might making Art be a form of religious practice or 
worship?

• Does belief matter in Science?

• Who should be responsible for ending homelessness or 
poverty?



Learning to think…

• Consider the importance and validity of knowledge claims, 

e.g. ‘Illegal downloading is killing the music industry’

• Examine particular claims from a variety of perspectives

• Look at different types of evidence 

• Learn to present clear explanations and complex 

arguments

• Acquire the ability to reason effectively

• Learn to evaluate and draw meaningful conclusions



“Among the many worlds that man 

did not receive as a gift from nature 

but created out of his own mind, the 

world of books is the greatest… 

Without the word, without the 

writing of books, there is no history, 

there is no concept of humanity. 

And if anyone wants to try to 

enclose in a small space, in a 

single house or a single room, the 

history of the human spirit and to 

make it his own, he can only do this 

in the form of a collection of books.”

Herman Hesse



The Sevenoaks Diploma



1. An informal record of any activity or experience 

that students have enjoyed or learned from.

2. A way for students to reflect on and take account 

of what they have learned from these activities 

and experiences.

3. A way to recognize and reward all student

achievements in the Middle School.

The Aims of the Diploma
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I went to The Natural History Museum with a friend 
to visit the venom exhibition. The exhibition looked 
into the harmful and constructive uses of venom. it 
also explored the meaning of pain and had some 
really interesting descriptions by Schmidt who 
created the Schmidt sting pain index. …....... there are 
4 levels of pain: the bullet ant, warrior wasp and 
tarantula hawk stings are supposedly the most 
painful of any insect.



So far, drama club has improved my collaboration skills 

whenever we work together to create scenes or are in 

groups to act something out. In the first session, it took 

us a few minutes to plan out what we were all going to 

do, but now it takes us 30 seconds to create a tableau. I 

have gotten better at working with other people to find 

something that everyone is good at to create scenes.



In my Biology coursework, I got 19/30 on my write-up of the

practical we did in class. I lost equal marks on the Analysis

section and the Conclusion/Evaluation section, so it wasn't

one particular question or skill that I messed up on; I had a lot

of different issues.

My goals for next time are to :

• check small details (don't mix up "m" and "min")

• write in more detail - mention why the enzyme becomes 
denatured, not just say that it has been denatured

In the future, I hope to do better on these practical write-ups, 
but I think it was ok to not do so well on this one because now 
I know what I have to work on for next time.



The LCSS was a volunteering opportunity where me and my 
older brother after school went to a care centre for children 
with parents unable to look after them after their school 
finishes for whatever reason. We sat with a child and read 
book with them with the goal to help them improve their 
English and confidence around strangers. From the experience 
I think I improved my ability to help and work with others 
even though barriers such as language and personality stand 
in the way. I hope to be able to apply this ability to the rest of 
my life and hope I get the chance to do something like this 
again.



Academic Engagement Core Courses

Service Entrepreneurship

Physical and Outdoor 
education

Tutor Recommendation

Making and Performing
Research Project

8 Areas of Activity 




