
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

YEAR 9 (13+) SCHOLARSHIP 

 
 

May 2017 
for entry in September 2017 

 
 
 

GENERAL PAPER 
 
 
 
 
 

  Your Name:   _________________________________________________________ 
 
  Your School:  _________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Time allowed:   1 hour (including 10 - 20 minutes reading time)  
 

Equipment needed:   Pen, pencil, lined paper, eraser. 
  
  Information for candidates: 

1. Write your name and school on this page. 
2. Write your answers on the separate paper provided.  Please put your name on 

all the sheets of paper you use. 
3. There are two questions, answer both of them. 

 



1 
 

For each question aim to spend 5-10 minutes reading, thinking and planning before you 
start to write:  
 
QUESTION 1:  
Read the following extract and answer the question below.  
 

Emoticons — those little smiley face icons used to show various emotions, and their 

descendants, Emojis — icons illustrating almost anything, from Santa Claus to a 

screaming cat — have become so popular with young people who communicate by texting 

and emailing, that some Emoji experts converse only through pictographs. But some are 

worried about what the popularity of communicating with pictographs is doing to our 

language and literature. 

The first emoticon was created in 1982 by Scott E. Fahlman, a computer scientist at 

Carnegie Mellon University. Pretty much no one had a personal computer or access to the 

Internet except for geeky scientists and scholarly computer experts who communicated 

with each other on the earliest on-line bulletin boards. They wanted a way to mark posts 

that were not meant to be taken seriously. At 11:44 a.m. on Sept. 19, 1982, Fahlman hit 

three keys on his keyboard: a colon, a hyphen and a parenthesis — and the emoticon was 

born — a sideways happy face.  

Emojis are the next generation of emoticons — images that represent emotions and just 

about everything else, while emoticons are always about emotions and express them with 

a face. Emojis are not just Smiley faces but also flags of various countries, musical notes, 

people, an engagement ring, the Statue of Liberty, a camel, a baby bottle, a green dragon, a 

butcher knife, a cat making the “Scream” face, even a stack of dollar bills with wings. 

Emoticons and Emojis are a language of pictures that is universally understood, so it 

surmounts language barriers, like communicating with aliens in a science fiction film by 

mental telepathy. If the popularity of emoticons and Emojis continues to grow, what does 

that bode for the future of language and the subtleties, skills and eloquence of writers, 

poets and journalists? 

Adapted from: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/joan-gage/emoticons-and-emojis-
destroying-our-language_b_7950460.html 
 
What do you think are the main advantages and disadvantages to the growing use of 
emojis? When do you think they should be used, and when should they not be used? 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/joan-gage/emoticons-and-emojis-destroying-our-language_b_7950460.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/joan-gage/emoticons-and-emojis-destroying-our-language_b_7950460.html
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QUESTION 2: Answer ONE of the following topics: 
 
a) Should Supermarkets refuse to sell plastic shopping bags? 
b) Should school shops sell sweets and fizzy drinks? 
c) Should PE and Games be compulsory in school? 
d) Does watching a film adapted from a book change the way you think about that book? 

 
 


