the
LOWER school
at sevenoaks

“What I really love about Sevenoaks
is the ocean of opportunities. One
minute you may be having a discussion
in class, the next you may be performing
in music or drama, giving your time in
service or just conversing with your
friends. At the end of school, you don’t
walk home worrying about grades and
results, but instead you think about all
the fabulous opportunities provided
and the wonderful atmosphere at
Sevenoaks School. ”
Aidan, Year 8
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introduction

Years 7 and 8 are a golden time for our pupils:
they enjoy all the benefits of secondary school
but with none of the pressures. Free from
impending exams, free from the diktats of
national syllabus and assessments, free from
prescriptive micro-management often found
for this age group, pupils are encouraged to
enjoy these years, to use their time for work
and for co-curricular pursuits, for service and
for fun.
Lower School pupils are treated little
differently from the other pupils at the school.
They have the same classrooms, the same
teachers, the same co-curricular facilities and
are given practically the same independence
as the other year groups. They do have their
own Common Room and they are given first
place in the lunch queue, but apart from that,
there is little Lower School pupils cannot
or will not do that separates them from the
older ones. Pupils thrive on this and relish the
opportunities it brings.
We want Lower School pupils to have a go, to
try everything, to be busy with whatever they
enjoy. In the years to come there will be plenty
of hard work, responsibilities and long hours,
so they should make the most of this special
time while they can.
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life in the
Lower School
4

Pupils are expected to be kind and friendly,
to treat each other as they wish to be treated.
Two years in the Lower School settles pupils
into our large community with a friendly
and helping hand. This lays the foundation
for their future progress and development
within the school and helps them to become
self-confident and independent, ready for the
years ahead.

There are whole year group social activities,
including cinema trips, bowling, meals out in
town, discos; as well as smaller events, when
a couple of tutor groups combine for a film
night or outing. Some of these occasions also
function as charity fundraising events.

The smaller size of Years 7 and 8 means that
these pupils can get to know everyone else
in the Lower School. They have a dedicated
Common Room large enough for them all,
and at break and lunch every day they can
be found in there, socialising, playing table
football or relaxing, if they are not busy with an
activity from our co-curricular programme.

“I really love the environment at
Sevenoaks and all the teachers that
are so kind and supporting. I love that
there are so many opportunities for
you to meet new people and make
life-changing friends. ”
Lily, Year 7
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The role of
the Tutor

Pupils arriving at Sevenoaks School are
assigned to a Tutor, who looks after them,
helps them and guides them in all they do
during their time in the Lower School.
Tutors meet their group of tutees every
morning. Their aim is to help their tutees to
settle into a new environment, to get used
to new work habits and to get involved in
co-curricular activities. These meetings may
comprise a group discussion or one-to-one
time; some days may feature a quiz, game or
just some life organisation.
The Tutor is the first point of contact for
parents with any questions or concerns.
Pupils stay with the same Tutor for their two
years in the Lower School.
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The
co-curriculum

The co-curriculum plays an integral part in
Years 7 and 8. We want pupils to give it as
much time outside of the classroom as they
do to their studies, whether that is joining
a club, participating in an activity or getting
involved in drama, sport or music.
Our co-curricular programme provides pupils
with the chance to try as many different
activities as possible. Our Sport, Music and
Drama departments emphasise breadth and
depth, and provide opportunities for every
pupil, regardless of ability, to achieve their
potential. We also offer many staff and pupilled clubs and activities, ranging from coding
to climbing, from creative writing to squash.

“One thing I love about Sevenoaks
is the fact that you can do or try almost
anything that you are interested in,
and the things that you can’t currently
try you can recommend to the school. ”
Jamie, Year 8
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Service

An important part of our co-curricular
programme is service. All our pupils, from
Year 7 upwards, learn that they have a duty to
others and that contributing to local, national
and international communities is a normal part
of what we do. All Years 7 and 8 are actively
involved, and are given ample opportunity
to participate in existing activities and to
initiate others.
All pupils have an hour a week reserved for
learning about service and social impact,
during which they also have the chance
to work together on their own projects. In
addition, they can join projects run by staff
or older pupils, they can – specifically in the
Lower School – help out in a local primary
school and they all are expected to offer
a contribution to tutor group weekly cake
sales in aid of a charity of their choice. Year 8
pupils are given seed money to grow through
their own entrepreneurship into a greater
sum, again to go towards a chosen charity.
In Enrichment Week all pupils are involved in
enrichment activities, many of which have a
social impact on our local community, such as
helping at a hospice or primary schools, and
cleaning parks and beaches.
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academic life

Lower School pupils study a wide array of
subjects, each taught by a subject specialist
who will teach the older pupils too. These
teachers use a syllabus devised by their own
departments, where the emphasis is just as
much on stimulating an interest in the subject
as it is on instilling a knowledge of it; as, in
our experience, enthusiasm and curiosity
are the best tools pupils have to motivate
their learning.
Teachers strive to teach pupils just as much
how as what to learn. We want our pupils to
learn how to study and work effectively on
their own, but also how to contribute as part of
a group, to listen in lessons, but also to speak
and present in them too. We want them to
be adept with book, paper and pen, but also
confident in the technologies of tablet, cloud
and smartphone.

In these first years at the school, grades and
major assessments are few and far between,
and there are no end-of-year exams. We want
pupils to fulfil their own individual potential,
and not judge themselves against their peers:
we believe it leads to happiness in the long
run for pupils to be able to evaluate their
performance honestly according to their own
abilities irrespective of anyone else’s. We find
that when pupils enjoy their learning in these
first two years, that enjoyment continues to
motivate them as they move through to the
Middle School and Sixth Form.

“Learning in school is always fun, but
when you have fun teachers as well the
whole experience is a lot lighter. I never
feel pressurised and they always give
you enthusiasm to do your best. All my
teachers are so helpful and I am given the
individual guidance needed to make sure
I understand the topic thoroughly.”
Isabella, Year 8
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ENGLISH

The focus of English in the Lower School is
to promote a love of reading and to continue
to develop skills of writing, listening and
speaking.
During the two years all pupils will read a
wide range of books including novels, plays
and poetry. We aim to read both modern and
more classic texts and to help all students
to develop their own taste in reading. Most
teaching is done through discussion and
creative activities. In this way pupils rapidly
become confident in handling complex and
challenging material.

In addition to reading and writing we
undertake a considerable amount of oral
work. Most lessons will involve discussion
at some stage. However, we also teach
formal skills of presentation and speaking in
public. This can build confidence, and many
examinations now demand a spoken element
both in secondary and tertiary education.

Written work seeks to build on the
literacy teaching that pupils have already
experienced. We set a wide range of different
writing tasks which seek to enforce and
develop literacy, creative and thinking skills.
Much literature teaching is done through
creative writing. While all pupils will study a
Shakespeare play this will be experienced
through Drama activities and creative
writing. Writing stories and poems remains
at the heart of Lower School teaching, not
simply because students enjoy it so much
but because it is by playing with ideas and
language that pupils become at ease with
the written word. However, we also start to
introduce ideas of formal essay writing and
teach analytical and organisational skills.
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mathematics
16

The Lower School Mathematics syllabus
aims to enable all pupils to experience
the enjoyment and sense of achievement
that comes from a fluent and confident
understanding of Mathematics. Developing
fluency and problem-solving skills lies at the
heart of what we intend for our Lower School
students; key topics such as operations
with fractions, linear graphs, angle theories
and creating and solving equations lay the
foundations for the Middle School.
Alongside the topics in the programme of
study, lesson time will be devoted both
to practising Core Skills through a series
of specially designed worksheets and to
developing problem-solving techniques using
the UKMT Mathematics Challenge resources.
Group work and collaborative work are
actively encouraged, and pupils are regularly
asked to describe, explain and justify their
reasoning and line of inquiry. Activities such as
‘Odd one out’, ‘Always, sometimes or never
true’ and matching card sorts are used to
facilitate discussion and prompt discovery.

During Year 7 all students are taught by
form, where differentiated work supports
and extends them as appropriate. In Year 8
students are assigned to the teaching class
appropriate for continuing their development
through suitable practice and discussion.
MyMaths tasks and Nrich puzzles will often
be set as homework to consolidate and
extend the learning that takes places within
the classroom. For the most able students we
hold extension sessions designed specifically
to support pupils in preparation for UKMT
problems that require extended solutions. All
students sit the UKMT Junior Mathematics
Challenge with many qualifying for the followon rounds; the Junior Kangaroo and the
Junior Olympiad.
Through practice, discussion and
differentiated work we hope to enable
all students to develop the appropriate
mathematical tools to build on their
knowledge year on year, to develop the
qualities of perseverance and independent
thinking and the ability to collaborate,
question and be creative.
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biology

Biology lessons in Years 7 and 8 at
Sevenoaks School focus on fostering the
students’ curiosity and interest in the natural
world. There is a clear emphasis on the joy of
finding things out, as well as the opportunity
to develop useful scientific skills.
In addition to studying topics such as
cells, reproduction, movement, habitats,
respiration, classification and microbes,
students are given a grounding in the
scientific method and learn how to formulate
research questions and test them with
investigations to produce reliable results.
Through these investigations they learn to
identify variables and understand the need to
carefully control some of these to carry out a
fair test.

Moreover, lessons often have a discussion
element, with students being given the
opportunity to contribute ideas and
suggestions from their own experience, and,
most importantly, to ask questions. Students
are encouraged to challenge their own
understanding and relish the acquisition of
knowledge, as well as to think critically and
carefully and evaluate new ideas.

They also develop communication skills
though oral presentations and the production
of scientific posters to summarise their
findings. By completing a number of group
projects, students are encouraged to work
collaboratively and develop their ability
to work as team members towards a
common goal – a skill that will be very useful
in their further and higher education and adult
lives. Practical activities are a feature of many
lessons and we find that students often learn
best by doing and get the most enjoyment by
learning in this way.
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chemistry

What are things made from? Why do
things change? How do things work?
These are some of the most basic but
fundamental questions at the heart of
Chemistry. In the Lower School, we introduce
pupils to Chemistry as an individual discipline
and begin to explain what sets it apart from
other areas of scientific study. However,
pupils are also shown how Chemistry fits into
the natural sciences too.
In Year 7, pupils begin by learning some of
the key fundamentals:
l
l
l
l

What happens during a reaction?
How small particles make up matter
What are elements and why are they so
important?
Why substances change in appearance
and properties

These concepts are taught through a mixture
of group work, practical activities and
interdisciplinary projects.
At various points in the year, pupils are
able to investigate how different scientific
disciplines come together to shed light on
aspects of life we take for granted such as
energy, food and water.
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By the end of Year 7, pupils will have
developed a strong ability to perform
laboratory experiments, have used specialist
equipment such as Bunsen burners, safely
seen how Chemistry fits into the world
around us and have had a tremendous
amount of fun and enjoyment doing so.
As pupils enter Year 8, the principles met in
Year 7 are expanded and specific areas of
Chemistry are met in greater detail. Pupils will
learn about different types of reaction and
the uses and importance of those such as
combustion, neutralisation and displacement.
These reactions are contextualised
with real-world examples, leaving pupils
with an understanding of vital industries such
as energy production, mining and
metal manufacture.
Pupils are also educated in essential aspects
of environmental chemistry and are able
to make informed decisions about ethical
choices regarding their own lifestyles. Finally
they are given short introductions to ‘future
tech’ in the form of nanotechnology and
smart materials.
Throughout the course, pupils are
encouraged to show independence and are
provided with opportunities to investigate
open-ended problems. They learn vital skills
in online research and collaboration as well
as improving manual dexterity via myriad
practical activities.
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Physics

Studying Physics in Year 7 involves following
a storyline of a trip to the moon followed by
survival in the Australian outback. On the
journey, we look at the forces involved, the
energy transfers that take place, how to keep
cool in the midday sun and warm during
the cold nights. Thinking about the journey
up and down allows us to look at when air
resistance is unwanted but also when it
is useful. The students are then equipped
to race trolleys down slopes so that the
slowest one wins. At two points in the year,
we embark on a cross-science project with
Biology and Chemistry, first looking at the
Earth’s oceans and second having an insight
into the science behind cooking.
Year 8 is a similar structure, with the first
half of the year being based around going
on holiday to a destination of the students’
choice. We study the physics of flight,
investigate how a 500 ton tube of metal can
leave the ground and how airlines work out
timetables based on speeds and distances.
We also spend some time looking at electric
circuits in this context. After all, you would
want your switch to control only your
own overhead light in the plane! After an
introduction to logic gates and control circuits
we keep our feet on the ground and learn
about the difficulties faced by engineers.

the lower SCHOOL | AT SEVENOAKS

Through investigating forces, moments,
centres of mass, stretching, circular motion
and pressure, we are ready to embark on our
final topic, Theme Park. The students are now
able to use all their skills to understand how
theme park rides can safely provide a thrill.
The topic culminates in the Summer term
with a rollercoaster workshop and personal
physics investigation at Thorpe Park.
The Lower School course is entirely conceptbased, so students see the applications of
all the topics we study. We encourage
hands-on learning by using lots of practical
equipment and frequently setting the class
challenges where there are many different
ways to succeed. The students are given
minimal guidance on some of these tasks and
given total freedom to experiment with their
own ideas.
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technology
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Technology at Sevenoaks School for Year 7 is
all about engaging in hands-on, fun learning.
We see ourselves as being science in action
and a place to explore practical projects by
designing and building anything from a rocket
to an app.
We incorporate almost all aspects of the
vast technological field and have the latest
technological toys to use to explore all
possibilities. We have the space, equipment
and time available for anyone to explore
practical learning elements within other
subjects. In Year 7 everyone is taught how
to recognise and offer solutions to problems,
coming up with new and exciting ideas.
There is no such thing as a bad idea, and
in the process of designing it is sometimes
the crazy ideas that can become the next
best thing.

In Year 8 we spend lesson time on three
bigger projects following a design and make
task with a set brief. Pupils build an electronic
speaker with an amplifier housed using parts
made on the laser cutter. They research,
design and make jewellery using silver. There
is also a branding project; the students
generate a business idea and produce a
brand set to promote their business using
Adobe Illustrator. This is all accompanied
by an independent research project. There
is more emphasis in Year 8 on working
independently and having the freedom to
express your own designs.

We teach how to turn a design drawn by
hand into a stylishly rendered shop window
product, using CAD/CAM (computer-aided
design and manufacture). We learn how to
use 3D printers to take ideas, quickly forming
them into something you can hold and
appreciate. We also learn basic coding and
all about structures, building tall towers and
testing them to destruction. We spend time
in the workshops learning how to use the
tools of the workshop accurately and safely,
appreciating various material properties.
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modern
languages

The Modern Languages department is
thriving and enthusiastic, and it is passionate
about fostering a love in our students for
languages and their culture. We are fortunate
enough to have a large number of native
speakers, both as classroom teachers and
conversation assistants, allowing us to cater
for students of all levels, from complete
beginners to bilingual pupils. All students
study at least one language all the way
through the school, and many continue their
studies of languages at university.
Students who join Sevenoaks in Year 7 study
either French or Spanish as their first modern
language. Both languages can be studied as
a beginners’ course or continuation if they
have already started learning the language
before joining the school. In Year 8, they start
learning a second modern language from
German, Mandarin, Russian or Spanish.
Since we place great emphasis on practising
the foreign language in the country, all
students have the opportunity to visit the
country where their chosen language is
spoken.
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The Modern Languages courses focus on
developing students’ ability to understand
and communicate effectively in the target
language as well as offering insights into the
culture and civilization of the countries where
the language is spoken. In lessons, students
learn about a variety of topics ranging from
transactional language to grammatical
structures and idiomatic expressions. The
topics covered in Year 7 and Year 8 as well as
the skills developed give the students a solid
foundation to further their studies and sit
public examinations in future years. Students
are encouraged to challenge themselves
whilst being provided with suitable support
to enhance their learning. We aim to provide
a safe environment where students feel
confident when using the foreign languages.
In the Modern Languages faculty we strive
to deliver dynamic, interactive and engaging
lessons. Students get acquainted with
all aspects of the language whilst being
exposed to large amounts of target language.
We are firm believers in offering our students
the possibility to develop their linguistic
skills inside and outside the classroom and
organise a wide range of clubs and societies
as well as day trips and activities. Lunchtime
reading clubs for bilingual students, speaking
competitions or theatre productions give
our students the opportunity to experience
the languages they are learning outside the
classroom, improving their linguistic skills as
well as their cultural awareness.
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latin
28

All students in Years 7 and 8 study Latin.
Most students new to Year 7 have studied
either no Latin, or very little, so they should
not worry if they have never had any Latin
lessons before, but it is also great if
they have.
At Sevenoaks we teach Latin alongside
studying the ancient Romans. Pupils will learn
not only the basics of the Latin language, but
also important aspects of the Roman way of
life, including gladiators, baths, religion
and the theatre. There will also be the
opportunity to put their Latin studies in
context by visiting Fishbourne Roman Palace,
the Roman baths in Bath and the Caerleon
military camp in Year 9, and then, if they
continue with Latin, Italy.

Learning Latin is a fantastic way of
developing problem-solving skills. Students
who study Latin are learning about all
languages, including English, and increasing
their ability to analyse sentences and
passages of text. Many English words derive
from Latin, and much of modern Western
culture is based on the ideas, art, politics,
literature and society of the Classical
world. Some of the best stories originated
in Classical times, and learning Latin is a
gateway to studying Greek and Roman
mythology through literature in the Middle
School and Sixth Form.
We use the Cambridge Latin Course as our
main text – this follows the story of a Roman
family living though important and exciting
historical events such as the eruption of
Mount Vesuvius and the Roman occupation
of Britain.
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geography

In Year 7 and Year 8 Geography we
encourage all our students to actively engage
in the process of 21st century geography.
Our aim is to inspire in pupils a curiosity
and fascination about the world and its
people that will remain with them for the rest
of their lives. The subject is about diverse
places, people, resources and natural and
human environments, together with a deep
understanding of the Earth’s key physical and
human processes.
Throughout Year 7 and Year 8 Geography,
planned progression and challenge fostering
a real sense of geographical enquiry is
key. All material is taught integrating very
contemporary case studies and examples.
Year 7 topics are:
l The Earth’s natural resources – is
biodiversity under threat?
l What are the challenges and
opportunities facing Africa?
l Disasters and risky places – why is
Asia a risky place to live?
l Understanding landscapes – how and
why do we need to interpret landscapes?
Year 8 topics are:
l Is the geography of Russia a curse
or a benefit?
l Issues in the ocean – is our use
of the ocean resource sustainable?
l Why is the Middle East an important
world region?
l Desperate Journeys – what is the
global refugee crisis?
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history

The Lower School History course aims to
develop a cultural and historical background
on the changes that occurred in Great Britain,
Europe, Asia and Africa from 1500 to 1900.
We hope to capture students’ imaginations,
enabling them to visualise a significant scene
from the past, and to offer solutions to knotty
historical problems by imagining the reactions
of individuals and groups to an event, based
on understanding of the time in which they
live. The course aims to enable students to
put themselves in the shoes of people from
the past, to see the world as they saw it, and
therefore to perceive the sometimes hard
choices that seemed available to them.
This should engender a spirit of openmindedness and an understanding of the
usefulness of different perspectives and of
the insights that may be offered by different
historians. The course encourages critical
analysis in order to formulate a clear and
substantiated argument both in writing
and in discussion.

Year 7 Course
Unit 1:
How far did the British Isles change
between 1066 and 1485?
This includes examining thematic
questions such as:
l Could medieval monarchs do whatever
they wanted?
l What had the biggest impact on daily life:
Religion, Chivalry or Work?
Unit 2:
The Wider Medieval World
Possible examples include: Japan, France,
Middle East and North Africa.
Unit 3:
The Italian Renaissance
Year 8 Course
Unit 1:
How far did the British Isles change
between 1500 and 1900?
This includes examining thematic
questions such as:
l Did living conditions improve form
1500-1900?
l When did the monarch stop being
in charge?
Unit 2:
The causes and course of the French
Revolution and the Napoleonic Empire.
Unit 3:
Britain and the wider world 1500-1900. This
includes looking at exploration, the abolition
of slavery and the industrial revolution.

32
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systems
of belief

In Years 7 and 8, students study Systems of
Belief. This course aims to provide insight
into the religious and secular belief systems
that have shaped, and continue to shape, our
world. It is our aim that through engaging in
Systems of Belief our students will become
increasingly aware of how our beliefs and
values affect the way we view the world.
The Year 7 and 8 courses are centred around
key philosophical, sociological and ethical
thinking questions. In Year 7, we explore the
following themes: commitment, creation,
rules, wisdom and prophecy. In Year 8,
we explore forgiveness and punishment,
miracles, sacrifice, life and death, war
and peace and symbolism in art. In order
to explore these themes and questions
we consider a variety of religious, cultural
or ethical perspectives and incorporate
examples from a wide range of disciplines
such as literature and art.
At the end of each term students are given
the opportunity to take their understanding
of one of the key themes further, cultivating
their critical thinking skills by completing
an independent or group project. Projects
include writing essays, making presentations
and creating their own forms of AI.
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society and
change
36

Greta Thunberg’s actions have certainly
shown us all that children can be effective
ambassadors for change. This new course
aims to engage and excite Year 7 students
with an introduction of different ways to make
a positive difference in the world, all through
simple projects designed to get them thinking
critically and empathetically about improving
the lives of others, whilst gaining experience
of action.
Students will start by exploring topics
such as climate change, consumption and
pollution, reviewing the impact of their
own actions upon the environment, before
designing strategies to improve the
systems at place within the school and
local community.

The school has long-standing relationships
with a number of local and global
organisations acting for social change; we
will hear directly from members of different
local groups, also connecting with children
and changemakers from across the world.
Students will have the opportunity to explore
effective advocacy campaigns on a range
of social issues, before setting up their own
awareness project, highlighting an issue to
the school community that they believe is
worthy of more attention.

As students will no doubt be involved in
fundraising activities in the future, we also
want to ensure that our pupils think critically
about their giving, exploring the concept
of effective philanthropy. Through their
own independent investigations, pupils
will explore different ways to demonstrate
that charities supported have sustainable
outcomes, placing community voice and
dignity at the heart of the approach.
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PSHE

Pupils in the Lower School have a weekly
PSHE lesson, taught by a team of specialist
teachers. These lessons aim to be more
informal and fun in order to encourage
participation and to allow students to feel
comfortable about asking questions.
We follow a spiral programme of themes,
as recommended by the PSHE Association.
These fall into three broad categories:
l
l
l

Health and Wellbeing
Relationships
Living in the Wider World

Themes in these categories are revisited
in successive years throughout the school
and explored in more complex ways, so the
information develops with the students.

manage their emotional and physical changes
and their expectations especially in the
context of social media. Past talks have also
included visits from our local Safer Schools
Police Officer who spoke about personal
safety – especially important for those pupils
who might take public transport to school –
and also information on the dangers of drug
and alcohol abuse.
The PSHE curriculum is flexible enough to
adapt to the particular needs of Sevenoaks
pupils and to allow us to explore or react
to current events, whilst still delivering the
important (and statutory from 2020) topics
such as Relationship and Sex Education.

Lessons are supplemented with whole year
group talks and workshops led by external
speakers – recent examples include a Food
Tasting workshop for Year 7 in which students
were encouraged to explore and taste new
flavours and textures and to think about more
sustainable alternatives to the food they
might currently choose. To supplement our
lessons on puberty and body changes Year
8 had a talk led by It Happens Education,
which aimed to give pupils advice on how to
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art

In the Art department, pupils follow a
structured programme of exploration of a
range of media and processes. The aim is to
expose the student to as varied a series of
creative tasks as possible to foster individual
strengths, confidence and excitement about
the potential for self-expression in visual
media. The emphasis is on observation and
experimentation, with the intention that
pupils will increasingly recognise and develop
their ability to solve creative problems with
lively independence and informed purpose,
gradually discovering and refining their
creative voice.

The studios are a welcoming environment
where students of all ages work on developing
visually engaging outcomes. Key to this is an
open, accessible space where students have
free access during their free time. Working
alongside Sixth Form students enables
younger pupils to see and discuss their work
and creates a sense of collaborative creative
purpose and ambition. After-school clubs
offer a relaxed but stimulating environment for
independent development or exploration of
specialist areas such as ceramics.
Examples of students’ work of all ages can be
viewed at: www.sevenoaksschoolart.org

Projects are often structured as thematic
responses, encouraging freedom and
exploration. For example, initial observations
might be recorded through drawing and
these developed into more sustained,
personal work.
ICT plays an ever-changing and exciting role
in developing creativity when used as a tool
to facilitate and discover visually arresting
imagery. In recent years Lower School
students have shot and edited movies on
iPads, and explored the power of Adobe
software such as Photoshop and Lightroom
alongside exploring more traditional
approaches to photography.

40
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drama

Throughout the wide and varied topics
covered across Years 7 and 8, students will
start their development of performance skills
and analyse how these skills could support
them on their journey through their time
at the school, providing a basis for further
development in the professional world. We
look to broaden our students’ appreciation of
a range of innovative performance styles and
influences from across history and cultures,
and support many other areas of the Lower
School curriculum.
Drama allows our pupils to start their creative
growth through a free and open exploration
process tailored to the particular class
ensemble that comes into our rehearsal
studios.
The freedom of expression in Drama enables
our students to look at our subject from the
points of view that interest them the most,
whether this is naturalistic drama, slapstick
comedy or abstract physical performance. We
endeavour to tailor our work to our students’
strengths as well as help them identify within
themselves where their creative journey
could go. As such, the study of Drama is a
self-reflective process, with pupils spending
as much time understanding the effect of
performance skills on an audience as they
do putting them into practice, enabling us
to foster critical thinking when it comes to
decision making.
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Music
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Lower School Music at Sevenoaks is an
all-encompassing, dynamic and enjoyable
experience. All students in Years 7 and 8
have one class music session a week
where they study a range of topics from the
music of Mozart to Electronic Dance Music.
The lessons are largely practically based
and students have an opportunity to gain
performance, compositional and theoretical
skills whatever their previous experience.
We are fortunate at Sevenoaks to have
wonderful facilities. The classrooms are
equipped with keyboards, extensive
percussion instruments and Apple iMac
computers. These computers have Sibelius
and Logic software which are regularly
used for composition exercises. In lessons
we make full use of these facilities, from
exploring the music of South America using
the samba drums to composing avant-garde
pieces on Logic.
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pe and sport

The aim of the PE and Sport department is to
promote a positive, lifelong approach through
the provision of a wide choice of activities
and also to develop excellence in those who
choose to pursue an activity to a higher
level. This is reflected in the department’s
philosophy: Opportunity and Excellence.
We hope to develop a passion for sport and
healthy living and to provide the opportunity
for pupils to think for themselves and
become more knowledgeable leaders. We
emphasise the importance of fitness and
how this is connected to healthy living and
that this is the responsibility of the individual.
By establishing a lifelong passion for sport,
we hope that pupils will continue to value
its importance long after they have left
Sevenoaks.
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The curriculum in the Lower School ensures
that pupils experience a wide variety of
activities and there is a focus throughout on
developing fundamental movement skills,
improving mental and social wellbeing
and ensuring that all pupils have plenty of
fun. We also place significant prominence
on the continued development of socially
responsible behaviour.
Through a coaching philosophy that puts the
athlete first, we hope each pupil will develop
key skills such as ambition, individuality,
hard work and teamwork. We have excellent
coaches across all sports and all levels
who are committed to bringing out the
best in all individuals while insisting upon
sportsmanship at all times, an important
quality in competitive sport.
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co-curricular

Co-curricular drama, music and sport
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Drama
Anyone can sign up for Drama Club
sessions, which run twice a week for all levels
of ability. Those who participate in Drama
Club are welcome to audition for the Lower
School play which takes place in the Summer
term and is only for Years 7 and 8: a part
is guaranteed for all who want one. Pupils
are welcome to participate in Drama Club
even if they do not want to be in the play.
There is also plenty of opportunity to be
involved backstage.

Sport
Outside of timetabled PE lessons and Games
afternoons, there are numerous opportunities
for pupils to take part in sport at school.
Those in teams or who wish to try for teams
in the main sports have weekly training
sessions; there are also clubs for badminton,
basketball, climbing, cricket, cross country,
dance, fencing, self-defence, shooting,
squash, swimming, tennis, and sometimes
younger pupils can join the older ones for
sailing by arrangement.

Music
Outside of classroom music there are
manifold opportunities for students to get
involved in music-making. All pupils come
together to form the Lower School Singers
and sing in the Lower School concert late
in the Michaelmas term; pupils in Year 8
may also join the Junior Chamber Choir. For
instrumental music, Sevenoaks is proud to
boast a Foundation Orchestra comprised of
students in Years 7, 8 and 9. In addition, a
wide variety of chamber music is available for
students who come to the school with
a good deal of prior musical experience,
and students in the Lower School are
encouraged to form bands.
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library

The Johnson Library is located at the heart
of the school campus and provides pupils
with an area of quiet study and reading. The
Lower Library is dedicated to the younger
pupils and contains fiction and non-fiction
stock suited to Years 7, 8 and 9, as well as a
bank of computers. The facilities are popular
with these year groups for personal reading
and homework. Years 7 and 8 English classes
have fortnightly lessons in the Lower Library
dedicated to reading books of their own
choice or titles suggested by their teacher.
Author events are organised several times
a year, while Book Club is open to all on
Tuesdays at breaktime.

The larger ground floor and mezzanine
areas are open to all pupils and offer the
wider book collection, 70 individual desks,
a magazine and newspaper area, the audiovisual collection as well as 20 student
computers. The Library houses a stock of
22,000 items and sources additional titles
on request. Staff are always on hand to offer
help to pupils and to encourage a passion for
reading and learning.

“I love the huge range of books
available in the Johnson Library,
fictional and non-fictional. ”
Gabriella, Year 7
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what next?
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Subsequent years at Sevenoaks
In the Middle School (Years 9-11) pupils
study ten subjects; six compulsory and four
of their choice, assessed through a variety
of qualifications (IGCSE, GCSE, SSC). In
addition, all pupils follow the Sevenoaks
School Diploma. The Diploma gives pupils an
opportunity to record many different elements
of school life that can go unnoticed, develop
personal qualities and attributes that make
them more rounded, and provide them with
the means to learn more effectively.
In the Sixth Form all pupils follow the IB
Diploma programme, studying six subjects,
three at Higher Level and three at Standard
Level (English, Maths, one language, one
humanity, one science and one free choice)
and Theory of Knowledge. In addition, they
must fulfil Creative, Action and Service
requirements, and write an Extended Essay.
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“	The school has an ability to mould a
bright future for its students, allowing
them to constantly adapt and respond
to new opportunities. Now in my final
year, I am a completely different person
to the shy 11-year-old who joined seven
years ago. Taking hold of as many
opportunities as possible has instilled
confidence, maturity and a desire for
knowledge into me, enabling me to
be ready for university and the life
that lies ahead. ”
Holly, Upper Sixth
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