
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

YEAR 9 (13+) SCHOLARSHIP 

 

 

 February 2013 

for entry in September 2013 
 

 

 

ENGLISH 
(Paper 2) 

 
 

 

 

  Name:  ________________________________________________________ 

 

  School:  _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
 Time allowed:    1 hour 30 minutes 
 

Equipment needed:    Pen, pencil, lined paper, eraser. 
 

Information for candidates: 
 
1. Write your name and school on this page. 
2. Write your answers on the separate paper provided.  Please put your name 

on all the sheets of paper you use. 
3. There are 2 sections in this paper, section A and Section B.  You should 

attempt both of them. 
4. The paper will be marked out of 60.  The marks for each question or part 
 question are indicated in square brackets [ ]. 
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Section A 

 

Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow: 

 

 

The Explosion 

 

On the day of the explosion 

Shadows pointed towards the pithead: 

In the sun the slagheap slept. 

Down the lane came men in pitboots 

Coughing oath-edged talk and pipe-smoke, 

Shouldering off the freshened silence. 

One chased after rabbits; lost them; 

Came back with a nest of lark's eggs; 

Showed them; lodged them in the grasses. 

So they passed in beards and moleskins, 

Fathers, brothers, nicknames, laughter, 

Through the tall gates standing open. 

At noon, there came a tremor; cows 

Stopped chewing for a second; sun, 

Scarfed as in a heat-haze, dimmed. 

The dead go on before us, they 

Are sitting in God's house in comfort, 

We shall see them face to face - 

Plain as lettering in the chapels 

It was said, and for a second 

Wives saw men of the explosion 

Larger than in life they managed - 

Gold as on a coin, or walking 

Somehow from the sun towards them, 

One showing the eggs unbroken. 

 

Philip Larkin 
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Section A 

1. Comment on the way Philip Larkin depicts the mining accident.  You could 

mention such things as: 

a. The events that take place and the characters involved 

b. The presentation of setting 

c. The creation of mood and atmosphere 

 [15 marks] 

 

2. How does Philip Larkin use language and literary devices to create particular 

effects?  You  could explore the impact of such things as form, structure, 

imagery and tone. 

          [15 marks] 

 

 

Section B 

Write an account of the accident for a local or national newspaper.   

[30 marks] 

 

 

 


