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  Name:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
  School:  _______________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 Time allowed:    1 hour 30 minutes 
 

Equipment needed:    Pen, pencil, lined paper, eraser. 
 

Information for candidates: 
 
1. Write your name and school on this page. 
2. Write your answers on the separate paper provided.  Please put your name 

on all the sheets of paper you use. 
3. There are 2 sections in this paper, section A and Section B.  You should 

attempt both of them. 
4. The paper will be marked out of 50.  The marks for each question or part 
 question are indicated in square brackets [ ]. 

 



Section A 
 
Read the following poem and answer the questions that follow: 
 
 LITTLE BOY CRYING  
 
Your mouth contorting in brief spite and hurt,                                            
your laughter metamorphosed into howls, 
your frame so recently relaxed now tight 
with three-year-old frustration, your bright eyes 
swimming tears, splashing your bare feet, 
you stand there angling for a moment’s hint 
of guilt or sorrow for the quick slap struck.  
 
The ogre towers above you, that grim giant, 
empty of feeling, a colossal cruel, 
soon victim of the tale’s conclusion, dead 
at last. You hate him, you imagine 
chopping clean the tree he’s scrambling down 
or  plotting deeper pits to trap him in.  
 
You cannot understand, not yet, 
the hurt your easy tears can scald him with, 
nor guess the wavering hidden behind that mask. 
This fierce man longs to lift you, curb your sadness 
with piggy-back or bull-fight, anything, 
but dare not ruin the lessons you should learn.  
 
You must not make a plaything of the rain.  

Mervyn Morris 
 
 

1. Comment on the relationship between the child and the adult in the poem.  You 
could mention such things as: 

 
a) What you think has happened. 

 b) The different reactions of the child and the adult to the events. 
 [15 marks] 

 
2. How does Mervyn Morris use language and literary devices to create particular 

effects?  You could explore the impact of such things as use of language, 
structure and tone. 

[15 marks] 
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Section B 
 
Write about a shared experience between an adult and child. This can be either real 
or imagined.                                                                        

 [20 marks] 
 
 

 

2 
 


