
 
Drama scholarships 
 
Drama at Sevenoaks 
Our philosophy is to foster a passion for excellence in drama and also to make full use of our 
outstanding facilities, including our world-class performing arts centre, The Space, to 
educate our students as broadly as possible. 
 
A strong spirit of ambition and experimentation runs through Drama at Sevenoaks School. 
In the first year after the opening of The Space, a 50-strong cast brought The Odyssey alive as 
a promenade journey around the building, taking its audience on a journey with Odysseus 
as he retrod the steps of his epic adventure. Every two years the department takes a 
production on tour to schools in Germany during the Michaelmas half term. There is drama 
for every age group and each year four major productions are mounted. 
 
We place particular emphasis on the process undertaken to mount a production. We try to 
maximise student ownership and responsibility, enabling them to get much more out of 
each project. Senior performers grow into theatre makers rather than just actors. Students 
also take key responsibilities in design and production roles. A reliable source and training 
ground for such students is the Space Technical Team, mentored by the building’s 
professional technicians. Students operate lighting and sound for all projects, and often for 
visiting professional shows as well. 
 
Alongside the main productions, which are mounted in the Sackville Theatre, a number of 
smaller studio projects are hosted in the Ordovsky-Tanaevsky Drama Studio. These have 
ranged from student-directed performances to a production of an Ionesco play entirely in 
French. There are also after-school drama clubs and many students take Trinity Guildhall 
classes and work towards awards. 
 
The Sackville Theatre in The Space is also an emerging venue for small and middle-scale 
professional theatre, programmed for the school and local community. We have been lucky 
to host a diverse range of international theatre, often part of a national or international tour. 
Recent highlights have included Les Enfants Terribles, Theatre Infinitum and Superbolt 
Theatre. The Space is a resource for the school and the wider community, not only in 
supporting our high-quality drama and music provision with first-class teaching, recording 
and performance facilities but also as a major venue for the arts in the South East. 
 
Drama scholarships 
Drama scholarships are offered annually at 13+ and 16+. Those joining the school at 11+ may 
apply as internal candidates for the award at 13+; the deadline for application is 1 February 
in Year 8. At each point there is normally one award worth £1,000 per annum at 13+ or 10% 
of the day fee for pupils joining at 16+. Any scholarship may be supplemented additionally 
by bursarial support, subject to means-testing. 



 
Drama scholarships 
 
Enhanced Scholarships (means-tested) 
Scholarships are not means-tested. Families with children of scholarship potential, who are 
not eligible for a bursary award but who do not have sufficient resources to pay full fees, 
may apply for an enhanced scholarship of up to 50 per cent of the day fee, of which there are 
a maximum of two available each year. The level of any enhancement is subject to 
individual circumstances and available funds.  
 
If you wish to be considered for an enhanced scholarship, please indicate this on the 
confirmation form that will be sent to you at the start of the admissions process. A home 
visit will then be made by a representative of the school who will carry out a means test 
before the scholarship assessment takes place. Applicants should have available 
documentation that supports all their income and outgoings, financial assets and liabilities. 
Enhanced scholarship offers are sent to successful applicants after the entrance assessments, 
together with the offer of a place at the school. Admissions staff can give you an indication 
of the likelihood of a scholarship being awarded following the entrance tests. 
 
Criteria 
A satisfactory performance in the appropriate entrance examination is a condition of a 
Drama scholarship. 
 
Drama scholarships are open to boys and girls from any school. Candidates should be under 
14.0 or 17.0 years on 1 September in the year of entry into Year 9 or the Sixth Form 
respectively. The scholarship is awarded for co-curricular involvement, although at 13+ 
candidates would be expected to study Drama during the Middle School years; in the Sixth 
Form, candidates are not required to study Theatre or Literature & Performance as part of 
their IB Diploma. 
 
Holders of the scholarship will participate fully in the co-curricular theatre programme and 
be excellent ambassadors for the Drama department. 
 
Assessment 
 
The assessment will take the form of three tasks; an audition, a workshop and an interview.  
 
For the audition, candidates will need to present two contrasting monologues each 2-3 
minutes long. Candidates are advised to choose their monologues carefully to ensure they 
demonstrate a range of acting skills and the ability to convey a character dynamically. Each 
piece should be taken from a published play; however one could be an original piece of 
writing, inspired from a particular dramatic work the candidate has been influenced by. 
Other theatrical skills may also be integrated into one of these audition pieces such as song, 



dance, mime, improvisation, or evidence of theatre design or technical expertise. Candidates 
will be asked to rework one or both of their chosen monologues to see if they can take 
direction and improvise from their script(s).  

The audition will be followed by a short group workshop with some of the other candidates, 
where the candidate will be required to devise from an unseen stimulus.  

Candidates may also wish to bring with them a portfolio or scrapbook documenting their 
theatrical experiences and achievements. This can then be referred to the Director of Drama, 
who will ask candidates about their interests and appreciation of theatre and drama.  

The Year 9 2017 Drama Scholarship assessment will take place on Thursday 24 May 2018. 

Further information and application details 
For further information, details of the applications process and application forms, please 
visit www.sevenoaksschool.org/scholarships. 

Candidates will be asked to express their interest during the application process. 
Applications should be made by 1 February of Year 8 for Year 9 entry. For Sixth Form entry, 
applicants will be asked to indicated their interest on their application forms. The Director 
of Drama is pleased to meet candidates informally at any stage and to answer any queries. 

http://www.sevenoaksschool.org/scholarships

