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Horizon 2020 is our strategic vision for the future 
of Sevenoaks School. Its implementation and 
delivery will strengthen our position at the 
forefront of international education. It also aims to 
articulate the principles and core values that will 
guide us as we advance.

Established in 1432 by William Sevenoke, 
the school now enjoys an enviable reputation. 
In 2032, we will celebrate our 600th anniversary. 
Here we present a strategy for 2020 and beyond; 
a plan to evolve and innovate while remaining 
true to our ethos and character. 

We began by identifying and reflecting upon 
some of the economic, social, technological and 
environmental trends that are currently shaping 

our world: a process through which we have 
come to understand how best to equip our 
students with the knowledge and skills they are 
going to need. 

This school has an unwavering commitment 
to a broad, balanced, coherent curriculum. 
Our governors and trustees are determined 
to maintain our pre-eminence by providing 
exceptional opportunities to staff and students.

I hope you share our excitement and ambition 
as we go forward, and will choose to help us 
achieve the goals set out here.

Head, Sevenoaks School
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An independent spirit and opportunity for all.

Set in stone
Enduring principles

Vision
 
We aspire to

•	 maintain exceptional academic standards 

•	 	sustain an imaginative approach to teaching 
and learning

•	 	continue to deliver an outstanding 
co-curriculum

•	 	stay at the forefront of UK and global education

 

Mission
 
We intend to

•	 build on our history

•	 sustain our capacity for reinvention

•	 	provide the knowledge, understanding and 
confidence needed to develop our students to 
become successful, reflective, compassionate 
citizens of the world
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Principles
 
We believe in

Analytical skill

Academic rigour, curricular breadth, balance 
and coherence

Diversity

Opportunity in academic, co-curricular and 
pastoral life when preparing our students for 
the future

Innovation

Open and responsive to new ideas, we 
challenge our students to think for themselves 
and to be adaptable

Values
 
We encourage:

•	 intellectual curiosity 

•	 collaboration

•	 creativity

•	 global awareness and understanding

•	 compassion

•	 open-mindedness

•	 determination and resilience

•	 integrity 
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At Sevenoaks School we approach learning, 
teaching and living in the spirit of the IB*, 
recognising that academic learning is vital but 
not the only measure of achievement.

Firm foundations
Building on our strengths

*International Baccalaureate ®

Approach
Whatever the path they choose in life, 
we encourage our students through:

Enquiry

Curiosity, self-awareness and a global 
outlook develop our students’ understanding 
of their world.  

Understanding

Students who understand their world and enjoy 
their individual strengths will discover and fulfil 
their potential and achieve more.

Achievement

Sevenoaks students excel by attaining depth of 
knowledge, capacity for learning and aptitude for 
leadership, responsibility and collaboration.   
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Priorities

Dynamic teaching

The rapport between staff and students here 
is based on respect and trust. Opinions, ideas 
and open discourse abound. We foster 
independence of mind and intellectual appetite; 
teaching and learning are strong, creative and 
interactive, powered by imagination and the 
joy of learning. 

Enlightened pastoral care

Our students enjoy their education in a 
relaxed and purposeful environment. Senior 
students look out for their younger peers, and 
friendships are maintained across year groups 
and into later life.

A global outlook

Service to wider society is fundamental to the 
life of this school. Students engage with 
communities on a local, national and international 
level, and explore issues affecting our world and 
the environment. Respect for diversity comes 
naturally, surrounded as we all are by people 
from every walk of life in every corner of the 
globe. The result: tolerance and social maturity.  

An inspiring campus

Our beautiful campus includes historic 
buildings and pioneering modern architecture. 
The landscape in which we live, here in the heart 
of Sevenoaks, is beautiful too; open spaces 
promote a sense of freedom, newly created 
spaces encourage aspiration.  
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To guide our next steps, we consulted 
alumni, parents and students, and higher 
education institutions, among others. 
We wanted to assess the trends most likely 
to affect students as they graduate to seek 
employment and become active citizens 
of the world.   

This is what we discovered.

Global trends
Informing plans, determining priorities

Learning for life
Schools will have to be more closely in tune 
with the needs of employers, and keep in touch 
with the developments that may alter the way 
we teach and learn. 

International league tables (like the OECD 
Programme for International Student Assessment) 
show the rise of educational standards in Asia. 
Over the next ten years, we expect an increase 
in the number of highly qualified students 
entering the labour market.  

In a future workplace where employers have 
only high-flyers to choose between, empathy 
and compassion will really count. Those who 
can see their work in its global social context 
will stand out from the crowd. The ability to 
determine the significance of information will 
be key, as will the capacity to think inventively. 

 

Workplace change
Digital technologies will continue to alter the 
relationship between organisations, industries and 
communities. Collaborative networks allow work 
to shift globally, and virtual production and 
knowledge-sharing will increase.

Analysis by the University of Oxford suggests 
that 47 per cent of today’s jobs will be automated 
within two decades. Creativity, critical thinking 
and teamwork will be least vulnerable to 
automation. A recent Harvard University study 
says the ‘race between education and technology’ 
is one of the biggest challenges of our age.

A worldwide focus on the shortage of STEM skills 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) is 
exposing the gaps between education and 
employment. Business and industry want the 
shortfall addressed.
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Digital transformation
We live in a world of multiplying technologies 
and information overload.

According to the 2014 Ernst & Young 
Megatrends report, the amount of data being 
created will double every three years. As big 
data forces organisations to transform their 
business models, the ability to apply insight and 
draw the right conclusions will become even 
more important. 

Harnessing the power of the digital economy will 
enable breakthroughs in science, engineering 
and genetics to solve ongoing human and social 
problems. And innovative thinkers with a 
pioneering spirit will lead the way.

Globalisation
The rise of globalisation has seen the major 
world economies become increasingly 
connected, not only in terms of trade and 
commerce, but also in education, health, 
science and technology. The world will 
continue to change rapidly as people and 
communities are more closely linked through 
new digital technology.

According to the World Bank, between 1988 
and 2008, global inequality, as measured by 
the distribution of income between rich and 
poor countries, has narrowed. However, there 
is evidence that globalisation has also resulted 
in widening inequality and exclusion in many 
of the poorest countries. 

Our students today and into the future will 
need a wide range of knowledge and skills as 
well as the perspective to be able to adapt to 
global change.

Sustainability

Our students will have a significant part to 
play in the world’s economic and environmental 
sustainability.

Inequality will intensify as the world’s wealth 
becomes more concentrated. Already, 85 
billionaires hold assets that equate to the GDP 
of the 50 poorest nations. Clean water and 
energy are in short supply; global epidemics and 
mass deprivation continue to destroy 
communities: thought and action are required.

Schools like ours must foster a strong service 
ethic and an appetite for social entrepreneurship. 
We must emphasise teamwork, collaboration, 
experimentation and innovation.
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What we now understand about global 
trends will have an impact on the way we 
teach at Sevenoaks School. We are resolved 
to equip our students with the knowledge and 
vision they will need to blaze trails in their 
chosen fields.        

We plan to focus on six areas.

At the forefront
Educating tomorrow’s leaders

Learning: 
along the continuum
At every stage, we will offer a broad and deep 
curriculum. As we explore and bring together the 
subject areas, teachers and students will find 
themselves tackling ambitious material 
connecting disciplines.

We believe an education is incomplete without 
an understanding of science and literature, of 
the humanities and mathematics, of languages 
and the creative arts.

For our students, academic study is just the 
beginning of it. They will also be asked to reflect 
on world issues, on how best to use information 
technology, and to consider how they might 
contribute to society.

As they prepare for university and the 
workplace, Sevenoaks students will take an 
independent approach to learning. They will 
attach great value to reading, thinking and 
talking things through.

Teaching: 
human interaction, digital skill
Online courses and other technologies will 
continue to inform the Sevenoaks classroom 
experience, though never to the detriment of 
the distinctive, informal relationship that exists 
between staff and students here. There is no 
substitute for the two-way exchange of curiosity, 
delight and enthusiasm.

Living: 
the connected self
We will continue to find opportunities for 
our pupils to master the art of collaboration. 
Project work with students from different 
backgrounds teaches valuable lessons. 
And every day, life at this modern, international, 
co-educational institution is informed by the  
experience of varied cultural perspectives.
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Community: 
the world is our classroom
We will apply our growing expertise to building 
connections with universities and businesses 
around the world, and to realise our ethical 
ambitions, with charities and NGOs.

We share our facilities with the local 
community. Courses we devise, speakers we 
attract and performances we stage are made 
available to communities at home and abroad. 

Our commitment to Sevenoaks town and 
the local area is alive in our community 
service programme, and we encourage 
students to engage with projects in the UK 
as well as overseas.

Higher education and careers
To ease the transition from Sixth Form to 
university and the workplace, we will help our 
students develop and assess their interests and 
abilities. We guide their higher education choices 
and career opportunities with expertise.

We expect Sevenoaks students to shine by 
developing excellent entrepreneurial skills, 
embracing innovation, navigating career paths, 
and remaining committed to their own learning 
and development.

Pastoral: 
welfare and wellbeing
We will continue to turn inspired students 
into young adults ready to take their place in the 
world. Sevenoaks graduates are strengthened 
by ambition and idealism, adaptability and 
resilience, tolerance and empathy. They take 
time to think and are confident. 
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Horizon 2020 is our statement of how we intend 
to maintain our identity and success, as we 
motivate staff and students to teach and learn 
here with unrivalled enthusiasm, now and for 
generations to come.

Achievable aims, we are sure, over the coming 
decade; especially with the continued 
encouragement, commitment and support 
of students, staff, parents and alumni.

Realising our vision
Transforming Sevenoaks School

Create inspirational teaching and environment 

Widen access and diversity 

Remain at the forefront 

Secure future financial independence
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New Science and Technology Centre 
New Sixth Form Centre

Double available bursaries 
Increase boarding capacity

Create virtual institutes 
• Teaching and Learning  • HE and Careers  • Service and Entrepreneurship

Establish endowment
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Should you be inspired by anything you have read 
here to make a comment, get involved, or simply 
find out more about our long history, our present 
or our plans for the future, please visit 
www.sevenoaksschool.org/horizon-2020

Sevenoaks School, High Street, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1HU 

© Sevenoaks School.  A Company Limited by Guarantee (4908949). Registered in England and Wales. Registered Charity Number 1101358
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