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With several other top independent schools
deciding to do likewise, we were in good company,
and it is a decision that we do not regret. It was the
right decision for the school itself, as well as its
many stakeholders who understandably scrutinise
our examination results every year, and on whom
we depend for our reputation. 

It is doubtful that we would have been able to
make such a move a few years ago when league
tables, targets, test and rankings were part of the
national Zeitgeist. By such means did institutions
appear accountable, transparent, and open to
public scrutiny. The fate of a school could partly if
not largely depend on its place in the league tables.
The rise of the league table complemented the
belief that for too long the ‘customer’ had been
given a raw deal, kept in the dark and forced to
make the choice of an institution without sufficient
reliable information to support it.  

Even at the height of the league table era, some in
the educational world challenged the assumption
ingrained within the tables that a school’s public
exam results were an accurate reflection of the
quality of the education it offered. Surely, they
argued, the most valuable qualities of a good
education were those that could not be easily
measured and tabulated. Yet few, if any, could
resist the rising league table tide that was
sweeping schools towards a culture that celebrated
and promoted public examination performance at
the cost of the wider educational and personal
development of their students. 

Such critics could mostly be found within schools,
not outside them. Parents welcomed the
opportunity to dig below the surface provided by a

tour of the school’s best facilities and a chat with
the Head. After all, they were considering
investing proportionately more of their net income
in their children’s education than any previous fee
payers. Indeed, exam results were not only an
essential passport to higher education, but also
provided some indication of what went on behind
the classroom doors.

Debate about the best way to judge the quality of
a school and the merits of league tables in
particular will no doubt continue, but it is our
view that recent developments have tipped the
balance against our inclusion within them. Let me
explain why.

Firstly, the difficulty of comparing like with like
has been intensified by the growing diversity of
public exams and qualifications. Until recently,
performances could be reasonably compared
because nearly all schools entered their students
for the same qualification. Although there might
have been a difference in standards between
awarding bodies, nearly all schools were
committed to national GCSEs or A-levels. This is
no longer the case. 

The trickle of schools offering International GCSEs
rather than national GCSEs in some subjects has
now become a flood. Schools like ours are in no
doubt that IGCSE in the sciences and Maths offers
the challenge and rigour sadly missing in national
equivalents and is a much better preparation for
the IB, for which the study of Maths and a science
is compulsory. With further reforms to national
GCSEs just around the corner, all the signs are that
the GCSE monolith will continue to crack, leading
schools such as ours to give serious consideration
to alternatives. 

The collapse of a uniform system of national exams
is being replicated at Sixth Form level. Gone are
the days when only a few unusual schools offered
an alternative to A-levels. Whilst Sevenoaks may
be one of only two HMC schools in the UK
offering the IB only, there are now many who offer
a dual system of A-levels and the IB; and that
number, by all accounts, will grow. And if they do
not favour the IB, there are alternatives (for

ACADEMIC REPORT 

Before public examination results were
published in Summer 2008, Sevenoaks
took the decision to withdraw from public
examination league tables published in
national newspapers in August.
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example, the AQA Baccalaureate and the Pre-U)
now being piloted by those schools disillusioned
by recent reforms to our national qualifications
system, and to A-levels in particular. And if the
recent launch of the new Diplomas is successful
there will be a further qualification to add to the mix.

One of the reasons why league tables may be on
the decline in education is that their value, such as
it has been up to this point, has partly depended
on a single uniform system of public exams and
qualifications. Such uniformity is coming to an end.

Secondly, league tables were one of only several
developments forcing schools to become more
open, accountable and transparent in their
practices in recent years. We live in a very different
culture from that which existed when I was at
school. Dropped off at the school gates at the start
of term, my parents saw or heard little of me or
what was going on in the school till they picked
me up at half term. 

How times have changed! Although there are
obvious dangers to education being regarded as
the same sort of service industry as commercial
business, few would disagree that the greater
openness and accountability of today’s schools
have not in turn led to a corresponding rise in the
quality of education they offer. Technology has
played a crucial role here; at the click of a mouse
from anywhere in the world you may now
scrutinise a school’s annual exam results on its
website. This information may now provide a
much more accurate indication of the quality of
teaching, learning and performance in a school
than its place in a national newspaper’s league
table ever could. 

That part of our school’s website
(www.sevenoaksschool.org) recording this year’s
public exam results again makes very pleasant
reading. We take delight in the success of our
students equalling or improving (depending on
the form of measurement) on the performance of
those in 2007. 

Nine of our IB candidates scored the maximum 45
points in their IB Diploma (achieved by only
approximately 65 of the 35,000 IB Diploma
students in the world this year), and 97 (47.5%)
scored more than 40 points. The average total
points score of 38.68 equals the record set last year,
and stands a full nine points higher than the
international average. It is also worth emphasising
that those students who achieved the more modest
scores of between 34 (still about four points above
the international average) and 38 points were
equally successful at securing places at their first
choice UK universities. Indeed, 95% of those who
applied to UK universities this year secured offers
from either their first or second choice universities.
The vast majority of these institutions are members
of the elite ‘Russell Group’ and it is becoming ever
more competitive to gain admission into them.  

This year, for the first time and for the reasons
mentioned earlier, all our GCSE students sat
IGCSE exams in the three sciences and Maths. We
are delighted that they rose to the challenge of
these more demanding courses and achieved
outstanding results in them as well as their other
subjects. 54.5% of the grades were top A*s and
87.4% A*s or A grades. These students join our 436-
strong Sixth Form with the confidence that they
are well qualified and prepared for the academic
rigour of the IB Diploma.

Despite (or perhaps because of) our withdrawal
from the league tables, we are confident that the
quality of teaching, learning and academic
performance will remain high. But judge for
yourself, by consulting a wealth of information –
statistical, verbal and anecdotal – available on-line
or via a telephone, if not by more direct means
through a visit to the school. There remain many
ways to judge how successful the school is in
helping its students fulfil their academic potential.
A glance at this year’s results on its website
would seem to suggest that we must be doing
something right. 

Graham Lacey
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What is sometimes less well reported in the media,
however, is that the Diploma Programme is more
than just an academic qualification; it articulates a
whole educational philosophy, and as such
addresses issues such as critical thinking, self-
awareness and internationalism. These are all
clearly demonstrated in the IB Community Theme
of Sharing our Humanity
(http://communitytheme.ibo.org/). On 25 June, as
part of our 30-year celebrations, 320 students from
Years 8, 9 and 10 were taken off timetable to
explore what this theme might mean, for them as
individuals, and to hear from older students what
they are already doing at Sevenoaks and around
the world to engage with this issue. 

The day started with a multimedia assembly on
the qualities that we, as humans, share across
cultural differences. Starting with the universally

shared experience of wonder, and with the timeless
example of the effect of looking at the stars of a
clear night, we looked at some of those ‘big’
questions that can sometimes be pushed to one
side in the daily business of schools. Using images
and videos from Iran, USA, UK, China, Australia,
and, memorably, Tibet, we thought about the need
to appreciate that despite greatly different
appearances, and vastly differing circumstances,
there is more that unites us as fellow humans than
divides us.

Students then broke up into groups; some heard
from speakers from Oxfam and Médecins sans
Frontières; others looked at Martin Luther King’s
vision for the future and considered the values
behind what goes into making a national or
international news story. Year 8 students built their
own stoves and fridges, using only material
available in poorer parts of the world. 

The morning ended with a presentation from
groups of students explaining what activities they
had undertaken in the Sixth Form at Sevenoaks:
representing other countries at the Model United
Nations conferences, supporting an orphanage in
Russia, and working with Tanzanians to build
houses. In each case our own students spoke not
just of what they actually did during these
activities, but of what they learned about each
other, and ultimately, about themselves. Several
spoke of how they managed to communicate
despite sharing no common language – often
through games or sports.  In each case, their
experiences supported the notion that we can,
despite the differences, share our humanity 
when we put our minds to it; and become the
better for it.

Overall, the day was a powerful break from the
usual routine and a chance for students to step
outside the confines of their own experiences to try
and address some of the bigger questions that we
all face; as such it was a fine way to help mark 30
years of the International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme at Sevenoaks School.

Nick Alchin

SHARING OUR HUMANITY: MARKING 30 YEARS OF THE IB AT SEVENOAKS

In the 30 years we have been offering the IB Diploma
Programme, we have seen it grow from a little-recognised
minority option into what is, arguably, the pre-eminent
pre-university qualification worldwide, with a fearsome
reputation for academic excellence. 
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NEWS STORIES

During the English section of the Sharing our
Humanity day we did an exercise about news
stories. The aim of this was to increase our
understanding of how we see the world as it is
portrayed through the media. 

We were split up into groups in order to put
together either a newspaper headline page, or a
two-minute report for television or radio. We were
given various sheets of news headlines and
information and we had to sort out the facts from
the opinion-based articles, and filter the
information that was to be put into our report. 

While we were compiling our report, we were
interrupted with two more pieces of news, in order
that we should have to alter our report at the last
minute to include these headlines. Finally, the
newspapers were printed off and the television
and radio reports were rehearsed and recorded.

Alexander McBride (Y9)

The session began with a brief introduction on the
work of Reporters Without Borders, a global
organisation which fights for press freedom and
strives to protect journalists in war zones. This led
neatly into the valuable work done by Médecins
Sans Frontières (MSF), an independent
humanitarian aid agency providing medical help
to those in need. The guest speaker, Mr James
Kliffen, was no stranger to Sevenoaks. The School
has supported the work of MSF through money
raised at the International Night and James has
already spoken to our students on a number of
occasions. His talk to the International Studies
students was both informative and inspiring,
giving us all an insight into the important work
accomplished by MSF all over the world. 

Anne Durnford

SHARING OUR HUMANITY: INTERNATIONAL STUDIES AND ENGLISH 

‘Sans Frontières’ was the central theme
for the International Studies session
dedicated to Year 10. Its objective was
to highlight the need for us to live in a
world without borders, where we think
globally as well as locally.
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As Lower Sixth IB students we, with the help of
Mr Thompson’s VSU Design Group, had built six
identical solar ovens and six identical solar coolers
which the Year 8 pupils would use. Mr Thompson
and Miss Leeming divided the pupils into teams
and asked them to think of ways of improving the
basic designs they had been given. Their brief was
to cool drinks and heat food using only the power
of the sun. 

They had some very ingenious ideas and
attempted to implement these outside the Design
Technology department using mirrored plastic,
card and mountains of sellotape! If the weather
had been hotter, they might well have been able to
cook something substantial. However, as
conditions were overcast the pupils had to content
themselves with mixing porridge (recipe supplied
by Mr Thompson) and observing it thicken in the
solar ovens. The solar coolers did not work in the
way desired, but no one complained as they
consumed the contents. One girl did observe,
however, that the juice was hotter coming out than
it had been going in! 

Year 8 was nevertheless able to observe a
technology which would enable citizens of poorer,
hotter countries to prepare food in a safe and
environmentally friendly way.

Nick Bilsby (L6)
Shane Wickramasuriya (L6)

SHARING OUR HUMANITY – DESIGN TECHNOLOGY SOLAR COOKING EVENT

Year 8 spent the first half of the morning
in the Design Technology department
working on a solar cooking experiment.

Year 8 go green with solar power.
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UPPER SIXTH

Spencer Arnold Taylor Prize for Science Extended Essay

Emily Barratt Gandon Prize for French Literature

James Barnett Groves Prize for Humanities

Sam Bateman Humanities

Ilona Brenninkmeijer School Captain

Matt Burrard-Lucas Science

Felix Danczak George France Prize for English; Taylor Prize for English Extended Essay

Tim Daniels School Captain; Service Units – Centurion Cup – Navy 

Lulu Earle Taylor Prize for Modern Languages Extended Essay; French

Kate Enock Sportswoman

Tom Firth Service Units – Shooting 

Tommy Gill Languages

Latifah Hamzah Creatives; Mathematics

Matthew Hearle Alastair Melville Prize for Electronics 

Sam Hyatt-Twynam Science; George France Prize for Mathematics; Taylor Prizes for Mathematics Extended Essay

Michael Johnson Russian

Oliver Kim Service Units – RAF 

Lilly Kottsieper School Captain

Jonathan Kwok School Captain

Miriam Longmore Taylor Prize for Humanities Extended Essay; German

Minn Majoe Creatives; Latin

Claire Makepeace English

Russell Martin Science; Alcock Prize for Best All Rounder; Higgs Walker Prize for Humanities;
Service Units – The Army Prize

Amber Medland English

Robin Miller Japanese

Abigail Millward Humanities

Laura Mueller Science

Evelyn Newland Humanities

Josh Parker Gandon Prize for Science/Technology; Sportsman

Geoffrey Ripert Humanities

Josh Roche Creatives; Alice Little Prize for English

Mariko Shaw Spanish

Antonina Tkachenko Creatives; Taylor Prize for Creatives Extended Essay

Alex Traynor Tatersal Prize for Humanities

Kirsty Underwood Mathematics; Science

Kenneth Wong Mathematics; Science

Alistair Wood Midge Adams Prize for Drama

Ho Heng Yu Humanities

PRIZEWINNERS 2008
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UPPER SIXTH MERIT PRIZES

Sophie Amili English; Mathematics

Oskar Blaszczyk Humanities; Science

Sam Boughton Sport

Nick Brookes English

Noemi de Vuyst Humanities

Charlotte Dinkin English

Alex Hardy Additional Languages

Miriam Longmore Science

Yiu Luke German

Abigail Millward Mathematics; Sport

Jo Morris Creatives 

Lucy Scaramanga Creatives 

Nicci Shall Humanities

Betty Tai Mathematics

Alex Traynor Science

Hamish Walker Sport

Anna Westlake Sport

Hannah White Latin

LOWER SIXTH

Clare Adams Humanities

Chukwunbudike Aghaji School Captain

Elizabeth Biggs English

Leah Broad Music; Mark Bullock
Prize – New Oak

Abram Chan Mathematics; Chemistry

Xiaodi Chen Mathematics

Jeremy Cribb German; Harvard Book Prize

Tom Farrant Sportsman

Rosie Fletcher Sportswoman

Jennifer Franklin Drama

Tim Harding Humanities

Carola Horn Biology; French

Jack Jefferies Humanities; English

Mark Leventhal Physics

Ehae Longe Humanities

Fred Maynard English

Julia Nicholson Russian; English

Richard Pelmore Mathematics

Robbie Penman French & German

Marisa Plater Art

Elahe Popat Humanities

Katie Rice Creatives 

Holly Samuel Spanish

Georgina Sansom Service Units

Hannah Shairp Languages

Patrick Stoiber Latin

Felicity Thompson School Captain; Mathematics

LOWER SIXTH MERIT PRIZES

Laura Apps Sport

Charlotte Beveridge Sport

Jeremy Bowles Mathematics

Joe Corneille Sport

Jeremy Cribb Chemistry

Serena Dunn Music

William Ellis Sport

Raj Gandhi Spanish

Adrienne Houdmont Mandarin

Noele Illien Art 

Vanessa Kisuule English

Janelle Lai Mathematics

Fred Maynard Drama

Thomas Nash Humanities

Antonia Powell Humanities

Emily Rainbow English

Sarah Schofield Greek

Bastian Stern Humanities; Mathematics

Felicity Thompson Physics

Irene To English; Biology

Laura Tyler Sport

YEAR 11 PRIZES

Charles Adair Physics

Charlotte Best Design

Abby Carruthers Wavetrend – 2008 Design Prize

Alice Cornes Greek

Caroline Crawford PE – Girls 
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The old myth was recreated in a female mental
asylum, the only male role being Dracula (Oli
Peat). All the roles were acted by the inmates, their
transformation from shivering wrecks to Victorian
characters skilfully detailed through close attention
to movement and costume. The four central
middle-class characters, whose lives were slowly
possessed and twisted by the malevolent Count,
were played with genuine attention and skill. The
smitten sisters Lucy and Mina Westerman (Olivia
Stocker and Jenny Franklin) along with their
fiancØs Jonathan Harker and Dr Seward (Katy
Knight and Carola Horn) drove the play through
its horrifying passage, aided in the second act by
the brave aging Professor van Helsing (Rachel
Leong). In these five the play found its motor and
truthfulness.

However the true moments of brilliance within
this convincing plotline came from the servile
inmate Renfield, played by Vanessa Kisuule, and

the domineering Dracula. Both dealing with very
difficult speech patterns and altered states of
consciousness, their impact on the refined
Victorian setting was intensely powerful. Their full
commitment to the play produced many of the
most dramatic and terrifying moments. Further
praise is due to the servant Florrie (Rachel Wilson)
who, as the youngest actress amongst the main
characters, created a believable, empathetic
character despite relatively little stage time. 

With its undertones of repressed sexuality and
lustful bloodletting, Dracula�s direction, assisted by
Fred Maynard, supplied a lot of its most powerful
moments, with one unforgettable flash through a
gauze screen that demanded fitful gasps from
every audience member. Overall this gothic tale
was originally and skilfully revived in the
Sackville. 

Josh Roche (U6)

DRACULA

Andy Waldron�s Dracula delivered an
insane, gothic thrill that made the Sevenoaks
audience jump on more than one occasion.
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U13A FOOTBALL

It was a brilliant season for the U13A team, with
hard work and spirit, plus some superb work in
defence from Thomas Scott and Noah Parfitt. Some
excellent performances in midfield also helped,
with the strong defensive structure of Nicholas
Makepeace and Dominic Kehoe and the attacking
quality of Aidan Shields and Barnaby Hodgkins.
Saul Greenhalgh scored a lot of goals up front. The
highlight of the season was winning the Sevenoaks
School 7-a-side tournament, beating some very
good teams such as New Beacon who had beaten
us in 11-a-side fixtures, and conceding only one
goal. We also made good progress in the Kent Cup,
playing our best match against St John’s where we
won 2-1 to get through to the Kent Cup quarter-
finals. Alas, we lost to the eventual winners 6-0,
although we fought hard and had a goal
disallowed.

Team: W Morgan, M Kotz, M Richards, N Parfitt,
T Scott, A Shields, D Dyer, D Kehoe, N Makepeace,
B Hodgkins, S Greenhalgh, J Fjeldsoe, M Thompson

Captain: Nicholas Makepeace

Results: Played 12  Won 8  Drawn 0  Lost 4

Coach: Gareth Willis

U13B FOOTBALL

Team: W Morgan, H Hitch, M Thompson, A Robbins,
H Lam, R Boulter, T Lord, O Finnis, T Dix, K Shaw, 
O Heighton, A El-Farouki

Captain: Oliver Finnis
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This was a season of firsts for Girls Football: the
first time we have entered an U16 team for the
Kent Cup; the first time we have played school
matches across all three terms; the first year that
the female staff have not been prepared to play as
they now consider the Girls team too strong; the
first victory (of sorts) over the Old Sennockians;
the first time we have won three consecutive
matches against other schools including, best of all,
our first cup victory.  

Highlights of the season included the traditional
fixture against the OS/Staff team, a very
competitive match. With the teams still deadlocked
at 1-1 after extra time, an exciting penalty shoot-
out ensued, and the girls won 2-1 in the end. A 4-0
win by the senior team in the first round of the
Independent Schools FA Cup was the real high
point for us, and was followed by victories against
Hurst (1-0) and Woldingham (1-0). Despite our
best efforts, St George’s Ascot, our next opponents
in the ISFA Cup could not be persuaded to play us,
and the team found themselves in the semi-final
against ACS Cobham, which resulted in a 2-0
defeat and no place in the final. 

Memorable moments include Laura Ganis’ free
kick against Hurstpierpoint, curled from 20 metres,
which struck the bar and brought an enormous
cheer from the considerable home crowd.

Teams: Senior: A Abrahams, A Best, E Barrett,
K Barrett, S Barrett, G Beidas, K Belgore, H Brooks,
A Cornes, S Cornes, G Dowling, L Ganis, L Hamzah,
S Harrison, S Hughes, F Kneeshaw, K Le Geyt,
H Lewis-Davies, E Longe, S Ogunbiyi, E Popat,
L Risebrow, C Tew. U16 only: C Douglas, C Lang,
G Trapp, C Wickenden, S Shilova 

Team Captain: S Hughes  Club Captain: H Brooks

Results: Played 10  Won 6  Drawn 1  Lost 3

U16 Results (inc. 5-a-side matches): Won 1
Drawn 1  Lost 4

Achievements: Semi-final of new ISFAG (Independent
Schools Football Association for Girls) national
tournament

Coach: John Burger

GIRLS FOOTBALL
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FIRST TEAM NETBALL

The girls had a competitive year and faced some
very tough opposition. The matches were well
contested and we were unlucky in some, going
down by the smallest of margins, often by only one
or two goals. What impressed me most is the
ongoing dedication and commitment this team put
into their training and playing.

Player of the season: Kate Enock; Players’ player: Anna
Westlake; Outstanding dedication and commitment:
Katherine Skinner; Most improved player: Jane Glover

Team: L Earle, K Elliott, K Enock, R Fletcher, J Glover,
E King, A Millward, K Skinner, A Westlake, V Yates

Captain: Anna Westlake

Results: Played 19  Won 5  Lost 14  Drawn 0 

Coach: Astria Nairn

SECOND TEAM NETBALL

Team: E Brown, R Kong, L Apps, A Tan, C Beveridge, S
Fleming, J Wegner, L Phillips, L Tyler

Captain: Rosie Kong/Olivia Neville

Results: Played 9  Won 3  Drawn 0  Lost 6

Coach: Astria Nairn, Alice Tully

THIRD TEAM NETBALL

Team: T Turner, F Tyler, C Tegelaars, F Peak, C
Mursell, C Weston, C Huckstep, C Renton, P Gilpin, K
LeGeyt, S Wilkinson

Results: Played 9  Won 6  Lost 3  Drawn 0

Coach: Maureen Connolly

U16A NETBALL

I am very impressed with the amount of effort and
commitment that the girls have showed this
season. Whilst working on individual skills, the
way they have come together as a team is evident
in the results, having won 11 out of 17 games. They
are to be commended on their devotion
throughout the netball period; both on and off the
court. I hope to see the girls back again next
season, eager to continue developing their skills
and sportsmanship, and wanting to succeed.  

Team: E Barrett, A Cornes, J Cornick, C Crawford,
S Dillon, L Keevil, J Stanyard, A Wrobel

Captain: Emily Barrett

Results: Played 17  Won 11  Drawn 1  Lost 5

Coach: Natalie Rendle

U16B NETBALL

In all the years I have been taking U16B Netball
this was by far the most successful and able team,
reflected by their high ratio of victories. This
reflects the depth of talent in the year group;
indeed Alice Cornes and Sophie Thomson both

NETBALL
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earned well-deserved promotions to the A team.
The most exciting games were the 11-10 win
against Benenden, in which the team maintained
their composure under pressure, and the 19-14 win
against Cranbrook, which was a roller-coaster
affair until the last few minutes. Only Cranleigh
managed to outplay them. Harriet Crombie was a
very popular captain as well as an imposing figure
in defence, where she was effectively supported by
Charlotte Best and occasionally Helen Allison.
Mid-court was well covered with Alice or Sophie
at centre, and Georgina Nash, Ciara Moss, Lucy
Mote and Phoebe Weston rotating positions with
each quarter. Phoebe occasionally substituted into
the goal attack or goal shooter position where
Helen and Cathryn Shannon converted a high
percentage of attempts. The 2009 team have a hard
act to follow!

Team: H Allison, C Best, A Cornes, H Crombie, G
Nash, C Moss, L Mote, C Shannon, S Thompson, P
Weston

Captain: Harriet Crombie

Results: Played 7  Won 5  Lost 2

Coach: Chris Tavaré

U15A NETBALL

A good win against Cranbrook in the opening
game of the year was not enough to give this hard-
working team the confidence needed to go on and
challenge the likes of Epsom and Benenden later in
the season. Despite hours of dedicated practice on
the court and under the post, when faced with
towering defences of Amazonian proportions, our
athletic but less imposing players seemed to
disappear behind a fence of arms. Fitness levels
were good however, and Becky Bibb, Mo Kotz,
Olivia Paine and Maddy Pryde worked many fine
centre-court plays, but our passing in and around
the circle was not clinical enough and the attacks
often dissolved before reaching the shooters, who
desperately weaved and dodged in their efforts to
get free. 

Our alternating defensive trio of Annalisa Baillie,
Lizzie Trend and Rosie Nicholson held the fort
with great determination and agility, and on all but
two occasions, restricted the opposition’s score to
under 20. This was especially noticeable in the
gritty low-scoring matches against Eastbourne and
Cranleigh. Sadly, both games resulted in the
narrowest of defeats but had we won them, the
statistics would have been a fairer reflection of the
time and effort this spirited team put into their
training this year. I wish them all the very best in
their quest to turn most of those results around as
Under 16s next year.

Team: A Baillie, R Bibb, E Boobyer, M Kotz, O Paine,
C Ritchie, K Rush, Z Smith, E Trend, G Willis

Captain: Rebecca Bibb

Results: Played 8  Won 1  Lost 7

Coach: Pat Morecroft

U15B NETBALL

Team: Z Bailey, H Catchpole, A Dooley, S Heilbron,
K Hollenbaugh, T Jameson, C Barron, B Staffurth,
M Pride, C Ritchie

Results:  Played 8  Won 5  Lost 3  Drawn 0

Coach: Joana Simmons
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Team: E Elliot, L Canetty-Clark, F Bridger, O Rendall,
H Rudd-Jones, K Stocker, P Dunn, J Fox, L Jackson

Captain: Phoebe Dunn

Results:  Played 9  Won 5  Lost 4  Drawn 0

Coach: Liz Joseph

U14B  NETBALL

Team: E Campin, E Gerrard, L Roberts, E Shannon,
O Sparrow, A Surrey, L Woodward, E Pile, L Royce

Results: Played 9  Won 6  Lost 3  Drawn 0

Coach: Vicky Walsh

U13A NETBALL

This team has really made their mark as quality
netball players. They have been extremely focused
and committed and worked hard both on and off
the court. The team spirit has been exceptional,
their pride and motivation to succeed outstanding.
They should all be commended for their efforts.
Elizabeth Seeley has been exceptional in defence
all year, as has Polly Young who has become one of
our most consistent goal shooters. The team were
runners-up in the County Netball tournament.
They played well all day and won all their matches
convincingly, securing them a place in the final,
where they unfortunately lost their touch and went
down to TWGGS. 

Team: P Young, H Barker, V King, E Seeley,
E Shepherd-Barron, S Morris, S Buhl-Nielsen,
N Wilkinson, E Newey

Captain: Nicola Wilkinson

Results: Played 15  Won 11  Lost 4

Coach: Astria Nairn

U14A NETBALL

The U14A Netball team were undoubtedly
talented; a lively group full of commitment and
enthusiasm, but also a team determined to enjoy
themselves.

Some excellent netball was played by the team
with superb consistency in shooting by Emily
Elliot. The centre court players insisted on playing
at great speed, and when it came off it was full of
flair and instinct, and a joy to watch. However it
was a risky strategy, often leading to a loss of
possession. Olivia Rendall and Phoebe Dunn were
outstanding in their attacking and defensive play,
and caused many problems to their opponents.

The matches themselves were by and large very
closely contested, and results could have gone
either way. The most convincing wins were against
Haileybury (23-14), Eastbourne (26-19), Ardingly
(22-13), and Cranbrook (18-8), with very narrow
defeats at the hands of Wellington (23-27), Epsom
(11-16), and Benenden (22-25). In each of these
games the girls fought hard but unfortunately
came off second best to teams with tall shooters.
Despite excellent defensive work from both Jess
Fox and Lydia Jackson, neither is blessed with the
height to deal with 6ft opponents!
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U12B NETBALL

The route to success for the U12B team was
certainly not going to be through its height.
Excepting the defence of Rachel Lillie, Zoe Carver
and Molly Nicholson, I guess we had the shortest
team in history (and the shortest coach!).

After an early heavy defeat at the hands of Christ’s
Hospital (who would have made our Sixth
Formers look small), the girls soon learned how to
avoid being muscled off the ball, and how to use
their speed and nippiness to get in front of and
away from the opposition. They worked hard in
training sessions and loved the conspiracy of
making up secret codes for set pieces. Handling
and movement of the ball improved tremendously
and the girls started to play with some obvious
structure to their game. Two outstanding victories
followed over Holmewood House (20-2) and DCPS
(16-4). Some excellent shooting was delivered by
Sophie Simpson, Natalia Gonzalez-Morales and
Leah Jacob, assisted by Emma Hulston and Emma
Barry in centre court with excellent work around
the circle. The season ended with mixed success at
the Woldingham quadrangular with two wins, a
draw and a loss.

The backbone of this team was its defence and
special mention must go to Zoe Carver and Rachel
Lillie for their tenacity and superb interceptions.
The U12Bs were a great group to coach and I look
forward to continuing to work with them.

Team: R Lillie, Z Carver, M Nicolson, E-J Gordon,
M Court, E Hulston, E Barry, L Jacobs,
N Gonzalez-Morales, S Simpson

Results: Played 8  Won 4  Drawn 1  Lost 3

Achievements: Woldingham Tournament – overall
tournament winners

Coach: Liz Joseph

12A NETBALL

The U12A team had a fantastic season, winning 17
of their 19 matches. They are a very talented group
of girls who have worked hard to achieve top
results. Their success may be attributed to the
outstanding dedication and commitment that they
put in week after week. They enjoyed tremendous
success at the Kent Schools’ Tournament. They
played superbly all day, winning all of their first
round matches and fighting hard to gain a spot in
the final, when they played exceptionally well,
beating Kent College, Canterbury to become
overall winners. 

Natasha Farrant deserves special mention as an
exceptional sportswoman who has displayed great
talent as a netball player. She is of great value to
the team and the driving force behind their
success. 

Team: K Dodds, F Keevil, E Barry, N Brandt,
N Farrant, T Adams, C McMenamin, H Jay 

Captain: Hanna Jay

Results: Played 19  Won 17  Lost 2

Coach: Natalie Rendle
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SENIOR CROSS COUNTRY (BOYS AND GIRLS)

In the Michaelmas term we only had three fixtures
and Adam Riches was our best runner in all three.
There was a change of personnel for the Lent term
and our most important fixture of the season, the
Senior Knole Run, happened to be the first. The
Girls team came a creditable 3rd out of 20 teams
(with Annabel Shepherd-Barron finishing 8th and
Sophie Wilkinson 20 seconds behind in 12th place).
As ever, most who ran in the Knole Run went their
separate ways to do other sports, but a few stayed
on to compete through the term and although
several fixtures were cancelled, a few took place.
Matt Burrard-Lucas ran consistently well and it
was pleasing to see two Y11 boys, Josh Henshaw
and Michael Allen, also running well and with
enthusiasm. Mention must also go to James Ede for
his commitment in competing in every match these
last two years and for the zeal which he has shared
with the team. Thanks also to Miss Durnford, Miss
Jones and Mr Willis for their help with training
over the two terms.

Boys Team: M Allen, M Burrard-Lucas, S de Vuyst,
M Dunhill, J Ede, R Ede, J Henshaw, F Maynard,
A Riches

Girls Team: K Burr, R Lynn, N Paton, G Sansom,
A Shepherd-Barron, A von Finckenstein, C Wheeler 

Captain: Matt Burrard-Lucas

Results:  Played: 8 – individual scores only

Coach: Philip de May

JUNIOR BOYS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM

The Boys Cross Country Team showed a
significant improvement from last year and
entered the Thomas Trophy Race in good shape
after several hard training sessions at Cross
Country club.

Captain Nick Rupp, who individually had a very
good season, fought his way home in a
competitive field of 108 runners to finish in 26th
place. Close behind him was Aidan Shields in 30th
place and Max Kotz who also ran well to finish
34th. Noah Parfitt and Tom Scott battled all the
way to the line finishing 45th and 46th
respectively, with Louis Catliff completing the
team performance in 52nd position. Unfortunately,
despite their encouraging efforts, the boys’ results
meant they finished fourth in the team standings,
just missing out on a bronze medal.

November came around quickly and some tough
training had been perfect preparation for the
Junior Knole Run, a challenging course through
the beautiful Knole Park. Leading the team once
again, Nick Rupp finished a pleasing 44th out of
207 runners, Barnaby Hodgkins in 48th, Ben
Sunnucks 50th and Dominic Kehoe in 61st place to
complete the A Team, which overall finished 8th in
the team standings.

Just missing out on the A team, Chris Olley put in
a fine run to come 62nd, with Aidan Shields in
105th, Max Kotz 107th and Ben Waters 111th to
round off the B Team who finished 27th overall.

Dominic Dyer (133rd), Nick Makepeace (135th),
Alex Branford (138th) and Louis Catliff (145th) also
ran well as the C Team and finished as the 34th
best team in the competition.

Team: A Branford, L Catliff, D Dyer, B Hodgkins, 
D Kehoe, M Kotz, N Makepeace, C Olley, N Parfitt, 
N Rupp, T Scott, A Shields, B Sunnucks, B Waters

Captain: Nicholas Rupp

Coach: Cathy Gilliat-Smith, James Emmit

Results:  Ran: 3  Team positions: 4th and 8th

CROSS COUNTRY

Megan Annetts, Tabitha Adams

and Polly Young leading the way

in the Wainman's Cup at

Northbourne Park.
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Achievements: Thomas Trophy Race hosted by
Sevenoaks Prep School – Team position 4th; Junior
Knole Run hosted by Sevenoaks School – Team A
position 8th, Team B position 27th

JUNIOR GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

The Junior Girls Cross Country Team had a title to
defend this season and that they did with
remarkable style, also adding two more to their
names.

Kicking off at the Thomas Trophy Race at
Sevenoaks Prep in October, captain Nicky
Wilkinson put in a fine individual performance to
come 2nd and lead the team home, with the rising
star of Year 7 Tabitha Adams hot on her heels close
behind in 3rd place. Experienced runners Claire
Somerset (4th), Polly Young (5th) and Megan
Annetts (6th) also ran well to significantly boost
the team points with Emma Thompson (10th),
Harriet Barker (13th) and Victoria King (18th) not
far behind to help secure team victory.

The prestigious Junior Knole Run quickly arrived
on the calendar. In classic cross country conditions
there were some outstanding individual runs from
a determined group of runners, which led to an
emphatic victory. Nicky Wilkinson again displayed
her qualities as a fine runner and crossed the line
in 2nd place with an impressive time of 10:16.
Tabitha Adams continued her dominance from
Year 7 and stormed home in 3rd place in 10:23.
Megan Annetts, who improved throughout the
season due to her application and attitude towards
training, finished a great run in 4th place, with
Claire Somerset pushing all the way and finishing
5th. These four, being the first Sevenoaks’ runners
to finish, made up the A team and were crowned
champions.

The B Team weren’t far behind, Polly Young raced
to the finish in 7th place, Harriet Barker in 11th,
Emma Thompson in 13th and Victoria King in
19th. They took 3rd place in the team awards.

A few months later and in sunnier conditions the
team took a trip to Northbourne Park in Deal to

compete in the Wainman Cup. It was a hectic
journey, where even the minibus went cross
country, and the team set about the route and
certainly didn’t take any prisoners! Tabitha Adams
took the gold, Megan Annetts the silver and Polly
Young the bronze with Claire Somerset hot on
their heels in 4th place.

Emma Thompson (14th), Victoria King (19th),
Harriet Barker (21st) completed the team’s fine
performance and rounded off an excellent season
in true style. The benchmark has been set for next
season and no doubt it will be exciting to watch
some impressive young athletes strive to do even
better.

The girls also delivered some impressive
performances at the Kent Schools Championships
in February: in the U13 Girls Race, Nicky
Wilkinson came 4th, Tabitha Adams 6th, Megan
Annetts (8th) and Polly Young (14th). Nicky and
Tabitha were selected to run for Kent and they
were also both selected to compete in the Adidas
London Mini Marathon in April 2008. Nicky ran in
the 13-14 age group and came 74th out of 304
runners, whilst Tabitha ran in the 11-12 age group
and finished 72nd about of 312. These are fantastic
achievements, and an experience that will help
them to improve in the future. With the potential
these two young talents possess, next year
promises to be a good one!

Team: T Adams, M Annetts, H Barker, E Desmond,
E-J Gordon, H Jay, V King, A Paterson, C Somerset,
E Thompson, N Wilkinson, P Young

Captain: Nicky Wilkinson

Results: Played 3  Won 3 

Achievements: Thomas Trophy Race – Team winners by
71 points; Junior Knole Run – Team winners by 35
points, B Team 3rd place; Wainman Cup Run – Team
winners by 13 points

Coach: Cathy Gilliat-Smith, James Emmitt
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FIRST TEAM CRICKET

The First XI had an excellent season, winning nine
matches and dominating a number of games in the
process. 

The bowlers often performed with great control,
exerting immense pressure on opposition batsmen.
This was evident in the first two matches when St
John’s, Leatherhead and Judd were bowled out for
58 and 52 respectively; Will Wilkin taking 3 for 2
and 2 for 8, Alex Kirkpatrick 3 for 6 and Ben
Richardson 3 for 6. An electric spell of bowling
from Joe Corneille and Sam Cox backed up by
some sharp catching reduced St Edmund’s,
Canterbury to 7 for 4 before tea; this was cricket at
its very best. 

The batsmen, however, were not to be
overshadowed by the bowlers. Against Eltham
they amassed 262 for 5 off 40 overs. It was like
watching adults play, with Josh Parker dropping
anchor whilst Henry Wardley, Dan Haley, Kassim
Ramji and Alex Kirkpatrick set about the bowling.
The power and placement was a pleasure to watch.  

Other highlights included the win against CLFS in
the 20/20 match, when the Upper Sixth were
unavailable. Three U15 players stepped in, with
Ben Richardson scoring 27 in his first innings for
the First XI. Another of the U15s, Charlie Farrant,
produced the bowling performance of the season
with figures of 7 for 32 from 9 overs in all-day
match against CLFS, which we eventually lost.
The fielding was of a consistently high standard,
in particular Kassim at gully and Dom Makepeace
behind the stumps; the latter’s diving one-handed
catch at Haileybury will long be remembered. 

Josh Parker was undoubtedly the player of the
year, scoring 428 runs at an average of 61.14. He
enjoyed playing long innings, giving the batting
solidity, although he wasn’t averse to the
occasional display of hitting, such as a huge six
onto an adjacent building at St Edmund’s. It was
in this match that Josh scored the first domestic
century by a First XI player since Neil Shirreff
some 12 years earlier. Tom Farrant topped the
bowling averages with 18 wickets at a miserly
11.77 runs apiece. His ability to generate pace off
a very short run-up, combined with accuracy, was
admirable. Will Wilkin was not far behind with 19
wickets at 12.57. His slow left arm spin gave us
control on numerous occasions. 

Alex and Joe both took 14 wickets, improving
significantly, and will both form an effective pace
attack with Tom, Charlie and Ben in 2009. Sam Cox
again led the team extremely well, manipulating
the fields to good effect on several occasions. Dan
Haley missed the winter training and the first four
matches through injury, and as a result was never
quite able to develop the long innings, although
the scoreboard was never still when he batted.
Henry Wardley showed that he could be a very
gifted and entertaining batsman; his 46 at
Haileybury was notable for being scored on a
tricky wicket, and his 74 against Eltham supremely
elegant. Kassim Ramji was just taking his batting
to a higher level when his season was cruelly
ended with a dislocated shoulder; he will make his
presence felt next summer. Dom Makepeace took
his chance behind the stumps at the start of the
season, due to injuries to Dan Haley and Rory

CRICKET
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SECOND TEAM CRICKET

This was another exciting year for the Second XI
who were continuing from their unbeaten run last
year. Much of the squad remained the same and it
was strengthened by the introduction of some Y11
boys. The dedication and determination shown
throughout the season was fantastic. They trained
hard and claimed some great victories against
some strong cricketing schools. Early successes
over Judd, St Edmund’s and King’s, Canterbury
got the season off to a great start. The players
showed a high level of skill and character in the
field and had strength in depth when it came to
batting and bowling. The squad had a great team
atmosphere and all players contributed at some
point to its successes. Some highlights were a 77
from Adam Robertson, 51 not out by Will Ritchie
and 6 wickets in one game from Joe Sykes. Overall
a very enjoyable and successful season!

Team: A Ambani, M Brown, J Cribb, C Dunnett, 
R Dunnett, A Gill, D Hughes, P Jindal, P Kenny, 
P Marshall, A Rajashekhar, W Ritchie, A Robertson, 
W Snowden, J Sykes, R Toothill, R Williams, 
E Woodhouse-Darry

Captain: Christian Dunnett

Results:  Played 7  Won 6  Lost 1

Coach: Sean Holden

Dunnett. He also has flair with the bat. Pip
Marshall and Will Ritchie would have been regular
players in most other years, but such was the
competition for places that they found
opportunities rather limited. Alex Kirkpatrick will
be leading the side in 2009; congratulations.
Competition and passion for the game at the First
Team level indicates that cricket at Sevenoaks is in
a healthy state. Long may it continue. 

Team: J Corneille, S Cox, C Farrant, T Farrant, D Haley,
A Kirkpatrick, D Makepeace, P Marshall, J Parker,
B Richardson, K Ramji, W Ritchie, M Thorpe,
H Wardley, W Wilkin

Captain: Sam Cox

Results: Played 14  Won 9  Lost 4  Drew 1

Coaches: Chris Tavaré and Philip Hulston
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THIRD TEAM CRICKET 

The Third XI enjoyed a mixed season with plenty
of promising signs, including some excellent
individual performances and a good atmosphere
within the team. We began with a difficult match
against Eastbourne. The top five all struggled with
the variable bounce and pace of the grassy wicket.
However, Seb Guterres batted brilliantly with a
mixture of good defensive shots and attacking
play, and really took the game to the Eastbourne
bowlers, hitting the highest total of the year with
79 not out, including 5 huge sixes which damaged
a few cars in the process! He was well supported
by Phil Clayton, scoring a good 27. 

In the following match, against Eltham College, we
elected to bowl first. After a strong start from
Eltham with 54 scored after 4 overs, Sam
Tomkinson and Jon Westwood were brought on to
bowl. Tomkinson’s flight and dramatic turn
confused the Eltham batsman and removed three
wickets in his first over. Westwood bowled at a
good pace with swing being a key element to his
success. He finished with match figures of 4-16 and
Tomkinson chipped in with a fine 4-13. Batting was
difficult in the setting sun and the top three were
all removed without scoring. However, William
Snowden mounted a recovery with Westwood and
Ross Williams. Snowdon batted solidly, hitting 33
and bringing the total up to 97 – but the damage
had already been done and the team eventually
lost by 26 runs. 

The third match was against King’s School,
Canterbury and the severe heat brought the best
out of the Third’s batters. Alec Stuart and Charlie
Carver started strongly with Carver mixing
defence and aggression and Stuart rotating the
strike as well as hitting the odd boundary to keep
the run rate high. The partnership was eventually
ended on 95 with Carver being dismissed for 39.
Stuart stuck in and kept the pressure on the
bowlers eventually getting out for a superb 46.
King’s batted well but the economical bowling of
Clayton and Ambani always kept Sevenoaks on
top. However, King’s stuck in and eventually
required 10 off the last over to win. George

Guterres grabbed the ball with both hands.
The first ball was hit for four and the pressure was
definitely on. The final two balls led to two
stumpings by Alec Stuart and this dramatic game
was won by 6 runs.

Team: M Allen, A Ambani, C Carver, P Clayton,
C De Haan, R Ede, G Guterres, S Guterres, P Clayton,
A Stuart, W Snowden, S Tomkinson, J Westwood,
R Williams

Captain: Alec Stuart

Results: Played 4  Won 1  Drawn 0  Lost 3

Coach: Paul Eversfield, Paul Thompson

U15A CRICKET

The U15A cricket team was one of the outstanding
sports teams of the year. Their playing record of 11
wins in 13 matches was a fantastic achievement.
Their performance was just reward for a highly
talented group of players who showed superb
competitive spirit.  

They had a number of excellent wins, but a
highlight was their victory over King’s, Canterbury
by 123 runs with Max Thorpe scoring a brilliant
127. The outstanding batting partnership of the
season came in the second round of the Kent Cup
where Tom Farrant and Tom Nickols put on 175
for the third wicket. The U15s bowling was always
penetrative throughout the season with Kit Carter
Leno leading wicket-taker on 26 wickets. Joe
Edwards’ stunning catch at King’s, Canterbury
was a memorable moment in the field. Ben
Richardson led the team in a mature, intelligent
fashion and his own batting and bowling were
consistently good all season.  

The only disappointment was failing to win the
Miskin Kent Cup final against Judd. On the day
the U15s did not bowl or field to their potential
and left themselves too much to do, chasing 141 to
win the game. Max Thorpe’s excellent 50 was not
quite enough and they lost by 20 runs.
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Team: K Carter Leno, O Clipsham, J Edwards,
C Farrant, B Hayes, T Nickols, H Pfeil, T Richards,
B Richardson, A Scarsi, M Thorpe, M Wallis, A White

Captain: Ben Richardson

Results: Played 13  Won 11  Lost 2

Coach: James Emmitt, Alex Smith

U14A CRICKET 

This was a difficult year for the Under 14As.
Following a memorable team in 2006-7, the side
this year was weaker and struggled against
opponents who seemed to be enjoying their own
purple patches. A shortage of quality batting
meant that there were never quite enough runs to
play with, and consequently the job of winning
matches became that much more difficult. 

Jack Hulston was frequently isolated and the
pressure of carrying the batting alone was too
much to ask. Max Wrobel showed what could have
been possible with a fine 71 in the final match of
the season and bowled aggressively without the
full reward he deserved. Will Gill and Matthew
Shairp provided genuinely exciting spin options
and looked threatening on occasions. However,
several of the bowlers bowled too many short or
loose deliveries and this made it difficult for the
team to compete. 

The team can however look forward with real
hope, as many of their opponents were blessed
with real stars, who can expect promotion to senior
teams. Thus, as Under 15s, this team will be more
competitive and should have the prospect of a
brighter season. 

Team: J Hulston, M Wrobel, W Gill, M Moore,
R Taylor, M Hitchens, J Holland, C Mackrill,
A Dudney, J Smedley, M Shairp, J Walker

Captain: Jack Hulston

Results: Played 8  Won 2  Lost 6 

Coach: Martin Goff



REVIEWS112

U13A CRICKET

The team had a brilliant 2007-8 season, starting
with a victory against Hazelwood, with Nicholas
Makepeace scoring 50 not out. We continued with
another victory against Solefields with Dominic
Dyer also scoring an unbeaten 50 and Barnaby
Hodgkins 37. A win against Sevenoaks Preparatory
School followed, Dominic Kehoe getting 6 wickets
for no runs from 3 overs and Nicholas Makepeace
hitting a second unbeaten 50. After our first loss,
against New Beacon, we bounced back with a win
against St Michael’s, with Rex Boulter scoring 36.
An unlucky loss against Holmewood House
completed the season, despite Dominic Dyer’s
second brilliant unbeaten 50. Despite several
abandoned games we played well as a team and
had a successful season, reaching the quarter-finals
of the Kent Cup but losing unluckily to Eltham
College.

Team: N Makepeace, R Boulter, D Dyer, B Hodgkins,
K Shaw, A Shields, M Richards, W Morgan, D Kehoe,
G Dix, N Farrant

Captain: Nicholas Makepeace

Results: Played 6  Won 4  Drawn 0  Lost 2

Coach: Gareth Willis

U13B CRICKET 

Despite having two games cancelled due to the
bad weather, the U13B team had an enjoyable and
successful season.

Ollie Finnis was top run scorer with 144 runs,
including two fifties, the second of which, against
Holmewood House, was the best innings by a B
batsman for many a year, albeit in a losing cause.
Tom Scott was consistent with 86 runs and Nick
McCarthy scored one fifty in his total of 85 runs.
Toby Dix scored 38 runs and Tom Lord 30.

Run-outs accounted for a majority of wickets,
although other aspects of fielding, such as catching
and backing up were generally below standard for
most of the season. Saul Greenhalgh was top
wicket-taker with 4, followed by Nimal de Silva
with 3 and Ollie Finnis, Alex Robbins, Ben Tyrrell,
Nick Ingram and Toby Hunt with 2 each. The most
consistent and economical bowler was Taran Patel,
although he only picked up one wicket.

Team: N de Silva, T Dix, O Finnis, S Greenhalgh,
T Hunt, N Ingrams, T Lord, G Lovell, M Maitra,
N McCarthy, M Musker, T Patel, A Robbins, T Scott,
B Tyrrell

Captain: Tom Scott

Results: Played 5  Won 3  Drawn 0  Lost 2

Coach: Ian Haffenden
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SENIOR BOYS ATHLETICS

The number of Upper Sixth athletes who
continued to compete after study leave has been
testament to the spirit of athletics this year. They
were supplemented by some exceptionally talented
Lower Sixth. Tom Higgs appears to be able to run
a 53-second 400m without training and 11.3
seconds in the 100m without using blocks! Ben
Jackson and Sam Hyatt-Twynam showed excellent
all-round ability, prepared to step in to nearly any
event required. It was particularly pleasing to see
Ben do this at a hurdles race at Eton and then go
on to win it! Several spectators were also rather
surprised to see the powerfully built frame of Tom
Porter gliding over the high jump bar on his way
to victory at Tonbridge. Tom Lewis and Nigel
Westwood were just fractions away from breaking
school records in the javelin and triple jump
respectively. Special mention must go to Ryan
Weeks, who performed commendably in the senior
sprints despite only being in Year 11. In a fixture

list against some of the best athletics schools in the
country Sevenoaks held its own and produced
some outstanding individual results. The core of
this year’s Lower Sixth athletes should supplement
some extremely talented Year 11 boys to produce a
formidable team next year. 

Team: M Burrard-Lucas, J Ede, T Higgs, M Holder,
S Hyatt-Twynam, B Jackson, T Lewis, T Porter,
R Weeks, N Westwood

Captains: Tom Lewis, Tom Higgs

Results: Vs Eton, Forest, RGS Guildford, Harrow,
Oakham, Radley & St Paul’s – 6th; Vs Hurstpierpoint,
Judd, Eastbourne, Cranleigh & Tonbridge – 6th; Vs
King’s, Canterbury & Judd – 2nd; Vs Worth, Caterham,
Ardingly, Christs Hospital & Haileybury – 1st

Competitions won: Sevenoaks School Athletics 10 May

Coach: Paul Fannon, Peter Hill

ATHLETICS
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U15 BOYS ATHLETICS 

As always the season started a few days into term
with our biggest fixture, away at Eton against
seven other schools. Individuals put in good
performances by their own standards, but the
competition was too strong and we were soundly
beaten. A week later we were at Tonbridge and
although a number of the team performed better
than the week before, the other schools were still
too strong. However, we then had two home
fixtures, both of which we won, in part because
athletes were finally reaching their peak after a
month’s training. Consistent winners were: Daniel
Adeline in the high jump and Victor Mound in the
1500m, while strong team players included Tom
Munns, Jack Gay and Sam Cornish-Evans;
specialist successes have been Ryan Cooke in the
high jump and Ed Kim in the javelin. Thanks go to
the inspirational Mr Bird whose commitment
enabled the team to move onto greater success
during the term, and also to Mr Stuart and Mr
Taylor for their contributions.

Team: D Adeline, J Bottcher, R Cooke, S Cornish-Evans,
A Dudney, J Gay, J Hochman, E Kim, R Macquarie,
R Martin, V Mound, T Munns, A Roud, H Sain,
S Sheppard, A Tocili, J White

Results:  Played: 4  Won: 7/8, 5/6, 1/3, 1/5         

Coaches: Philip de May, Andy Bird, Simon Taylor

JUNIOR BOYS ATHLETICS 

The combined teams from Years 7 and 8 competed
against Dulwich Prep School, Cranbrook and The
New Beacon. Both matches, staged at home on the
Sevenoaks track, were nail-bitingly close. The first
fixture against Cranbrook saw two emphatic wins
by Nick Rupp in the 75m hurdles (13.7s) and the
200m (28.4s). Supported by some outstanding
winning performances by Noah Parfitt in the 800m
(2m 33.0s), Henry Lee-Saunders in the discus
(23.32m), Michael Musker in the shot (10.23m) and
Barnaby Hodgkins in the long jump (4.43m),
Sevenoaks were eventual winners 127-125.

The second fixture against a strong New Beacon
side pushed our athletes to their limits. Without
the team captain, Nick Rupp, the combined team
narrowly lost 149-153. Fielding three competitors
per event gave the Year 7 athletes the chance to
compete. Maximilian Kotz took second place in the
high jump with 1.40m and Ben Kitson came a
convincing third in the discus with a throw of
18.74m.

Kent Prep School Championships

Our junior athletes competed at the Kent Prep
School Championships at the Julie Rose Stadium,
Ashford in June 2008. The following athletes won
Gold at the Championships and represented Kent
at the National Championships at the Alexander
Stadium in Birmingham: Nick Rupp, hurdles; Ben
Kitson, discus; Daniel Adeline, high jump.

This was an excellent season for our Junior Boys
and provides a solid foundation for Middle School
Athletics next year.

Team: R Boulter, L Catliff, D Dyer, J Fjeldsoe, O Finnis,
O Heighton, B Hodgkins, B Kitson, M Kotz,
H Lee- Saunders, B Lee, M Musker, C Olley, N Parfitt,
A Robbins, N Rupp, T Scott, T Sullivan, B Sunnocks,
M Thompson, B Waters

Captain: Nick Rupp

Results: Played 2  Won 1   Drawn 0  Lost 1

Coach: Peter Hill
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U14 GIRLS ATHLETICS

Achievements:

Kent Schools Championships (Ashford)

G Willis – 100m

N Taylor – 100m

M Lindsay-Bayley – 800m

F Nash – Javelin

E Elliott – Discus

E Gerrard – 100m, High Jump

K Stocker – 200m

L Jackson – Long Jump

J Fox – 75m Hurdles, High Jump

Trinity Group Athletics Championships
Runners-up

J Fox, C Somerset, M Annetts, R Stewart, E Gerrard,
L Jackson, N Wilkinson, M Yeates, K Stocker,
A Abrahams, E Elliott, O Rendall

Team: J Fox, L Jackson, K Stocker, L Gerrard, C Xu,
E Elliott, MYeates, I Mee, E Royce, A Moss,
R Clark Castillo, E Campin, R Stewart, H Rudd-Jones,
M Wightman, K Huckstep, F Nash, A Abrahams,
A Surrey, O Rendall

Captain: Jessica Fox

Results: Played 6  Won 5  Lost 1

Coach: Astria Nairn, Cathy Gilliat-Smith

U13 GIRLS ATHLETICS

Achievements:

Kent Schools’ Championships

E Desmond – 200m

P Young – 800m

E Shepherd-Barron – High Jump
M Annetts – 800m

C Somerset – 1500m, 75m Hurdles, High Jump

N Wilkinson – 1500m

E Newey – Long Jump

U15 GIRLS ATHLETICS

Achievements: 

Kent School Championships (Ashford)

S George – Shot

E Trend – Shot

A Shepherd-Barron – 1500m (1st, qualified for the
Nationals), High Jump (1st, qualified for the
Nationals)

Team: G Willis, R Bibb, N Taylor, T Morris,
K Anscombe, O Paine, C Lord, M Lindsay-Bayley,
H Catchpole, R Lewis, K Belgore, A John, H Cameron,
E Trend, R Nicholson, M Pryde, K Rush, S George,
M Kotz, A Shepherd-Barron

Captain: Georgina Willis 

Results: Played 6  Won 4  Lost 2

Coach: Astria Nairn, Cathy Gilliat-Smith
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Kent Prep Schools’ Athletics Championships

H Barker – Hurdles

C Somerset – Hurdles (2nd), 1500m (2nd)

N Wilkinson – 1500m

E Shepherd-Barron – High Jump

K Mitchell – Discus (2nd)

S Buhl-Nielsen – Discus (5th)

E Desmond – 200m (4th)

M Annetts – 800m

J Man – Shot (4th)

B Charnock – Shot (8th)

E Newey – Long Jump (3rd)

B Lee – High Jump (1st)

National Athletics Championships (Birmingham)

M Annetts – 800m

N Wilkinson – 1500m

H Barker – 75m Hurdles

E Shepherd-Barron – High Jump

Team: A Paterson, C Somerset, E Desmond, P Young,
N Wilkinson, V King, H Barker, E Newey, K Tittle,
B Charnock, J Man, S Morris, K Mitchell,
E Shepherd-Barron, S Buhl-Nielsen

Captain: Megan Annetts

Record: Played 6  Won 5  Lost 1

Coach: Astria Nairn, Cathy Gilliat-Smith

U12 GIRLS ATHLETICS

Achievements:

Kent Prep Schools Athletics Championships

N Gonzalez-Morales – Discus (3rd)

Z Carver - 200m (1st, qualified for the Nationals),
Shot (1st, qualified for the Nationals)

Tabitha Adams – 1500m
(2nd, qualified for the Nationals), High Jump
(1st, qualified for the Nationals)

C McMenamin – Discus (2nd)

E Cameron – Discus (4th)

G van den Hoek – Long Jump (3rd)

National Athletics Championships (Birmingham)

T Adams – High Jump and 1500m

Team: E-J Gordon, H Jay, Z Carver,
N Gonzalez-Morales, T Adams, M Court,
G van den Hoek, E Cameron, R Lillie, E Dritrievna,
A Watkins, C McMenamin, B Hall, K Dodds,
T Hutcheson

Captain: Emma-Jane Gordon

Results: Played 6  Won 6

Coach: Astria Nairn, Cathy Gilliat-Smith
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FIRST AND SECOND TEAMS BOYS TENNIS

Both teams had a slow start to the season facing
tough opposition in Epsom and Dartford.
However, we came good against our big rivals
Tonbridge in one of the more memorable moments
of the season, when both teams had great wins,
with the First team not losing a set: a resounding 9-
0 win which was hugely satisfying and uplifting.
We really lifted our games when needed and
performed under the pressure of the derby match.
The teams also had a tightly contested encounter
with King’s Canterbury, where we lost narrowly in
an enjoyable match. In the ISL (Independent
Schools League), the standard was the highest it
has been for a long time and the team did well to
retain a place in the tournament next year.

The teams consisted of a mixture of boys from U6,
L6 and Y11. When available, the top of the order
was occupied by the dynamic duo of Hannibal
DuMont Schutte and Matteo Parenti, whose

passion, teamwork and enthusiasm was a key factor
in our success. We will always remember their very
vocal approach to expressing their feelings – mainly
in screamed German! Sebastian De Quant played
with flair and great power to earn some crucial wins
supported by Barnaby Dunn. The reliability of Paolo
Ventura paired with the hard hitting of Ian Kwok
was key to the strength of the middle order. Then
we had the monster serve of Richard Pelmore
combined with the touch and speed of Matt
Stanbury. Valuable performances were put in lower
down the order by Nick Weston Smith, Dorsan de
Radigues, Freddy Pryde and Tim Harding. From
Year 11, whose strength and depth is unbelievable,
we picked up Jamie Tittle, Will Markiewicz, Tyron
King, Shonil Sumaria and Will King, who delivered
with devastating effect. 

By far the closest match that we played was the
quarter-final of the Kent Schools Knockout
Tournament, where Barnaby Dunn, Jamie Tittle, Will
Markiewicz and Rob Shannon played some great
tennis to take us to three sets all against Coopers
Technology College. Jamie and Barnaby held their
nerves to win a tense tie-break to take us through to
the final stages of the competition. 

No one can fault the commitment and continuous
effort of these teams during a short, hectic term
with exams. It was a thoroughly enjoyable season
and huge thanks go to the boys, especially Barnaby
Dunn for his excellent work as captain.

Team: S De Quant, B Dunn, R Pelmore, I Kwok,
H DuMont Schutte, M Parenti, A Najib, R Shannon,
P Ventura, M Stanbury, A Pisarev, B Stern, F Pryde,
N Weston Smith, D de Radigues, T Harding

Captain: Barnaby Dunn

Results: Played 8  Won 5  Drawn 0  Lost 3

Achievements: Kent Schools Championship Runners-Up

Coach: Martin Whitehouse  Manager: Steve Owen

TENNIS
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GIRLS FIRST TENNIS TEAM

Congratulations to all the senior players on a
memorable season. For the First VI to remain
undefeated in friendly matches (apart from a 4-5
loss to Benenden on a day when the top six girls
were out at the Harpenden tournament and club
National League tennis), is a fantastic achievement
and one of which they can all be genuinely proud.
For the first two games v Kings Canterbury and
Eastbourne, we had the benefit of Estelle Merle
and Masha Kiriyanova, playing in their final
games before IB study leave. Their departure
heralded the arrival of U15 National Schools
Finalists Jasmine Horsey and Becky Bibb to
spearhead the attack and continue an undefeated
run for the Sevenoaks first pair. Such was the
confidence the team had in National ‘Road to
Wimbledon’ finalist and Kent No 1, Jasmine, and
her partner, Becky, that everyone felt they could
play more adventurously, whilst concentrating
more pragmatically on beating their own pair for
the overall team win. 

U13A BOYS TENNIS 

The U13A team had an exceptional season,
winning all four of their matches and progressing
into the Regional rounds of the Nestle Cup
competition. Should they be successful they could
follow up the success of last year’s U14 Girls team
by going to the Nationals. With a difficult first
match against Wellesley House, the team dug deep
to win, before overcoming their subsequent
opponents with relative ease. Led by Barnaby
Hodgkins and Barnaby Bibb, they out-powered
and out-skilled all players put in front of them.
The team looks on with anticipation to the
Regionals. 

Team: B Hodgkins, B Bibb, B Sunnucks, M Richards,
C Olley, T Lord, G Dix

Captain: Barnaby Hodgkins 

Results: Played 4  Won 4  Drawn 0  Lost 0

Coach: James Emmitt, Sean Holden
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Possibly the best match of the season was against
Cranleigh. Their awkward style of play made life
difficult for our second and third pairs but the
tight matches brought out the best of our tactical
play and some good volleying made for an
afternoon of thoroughly entertaining tennis.
Jasmine and Becky lost only 3 games that
afternoon, a brilliant performance only matched by
Emma and Lucy’s wins in the final fixture of the
season against much less experienced opposition,
Cranbrook. 

Lucy Phillips, back from a broken leg, worked
hard to regain her fitness, agility and touch. Her
hard work paid off and she won the most number
of sets for the team this season. Emma Jameson,
despite losing her rhythm on her forehand for a
while this year, led the team with good-natured
energy and many gritty wins. Lizzie King and Kate
McMenamin really got their acts together this year
and watching them play their best tennis since Y10
was one of the high points of this summer. When
needed towards the end of the season, Rosie
Fletcher, our most improved player of the year,
and long-standing partner Charlie Beveridge did
well to join the First squad and play some of the
best third pair tennis I have seen in years. 

All the hard work during the winter months paid
off and Sevenoaks have established themselves as
a force to be reckoned with at Kent and National
level. The presence of Jasmine on a regular basis
has certainly been the foundation of this growing
reputation and we look forward capitalising on
this success in future years. 

Team: C Beveridge, R Bibb, R Fletcher, J Horsey,
E Jameson, E King, M Kiriyanova, K McMenamin,
E Merle, L Phillips

Captain: Emma Jameson

Record: Played 14  Won 12  Lost 1  Drawn 1

Coach: Martin Whitehouse  Manager: Pat Morecroft

U15A AND B GIRLS TENNIS

Team: R Bibb, T Jameson, A Baillie, C Barron, Z Smith,
M Pryde, S Heilbron, R Prifti, A Cooke, L Cooper,
A Derby, A Dooley, L Stephens

Results: Played 10  Won 8  Lost 2

Coach: Astria Nairn

U14A GIRLS TENNIS

Despite a short term the U14A Tennis team
managed to complete six of their seven scheduled
matches, resulting in a deservedly unbeaten
season. Only the match against Wellington College
was cancelled due to weather. The first match of
the season at King’s, Canterbury saw the girls play
in very wet and windy conditions, more akin to
hockey than tennis. Despite this some great tennis
was played, with Eli Shannon and Fleur Nash
sealing their final match for a narrow team victory
(5-4). Victories by the same margin were also
gained over Eastbourne, with Lucy Roberts and
Sally McGuckin fighting back from 4-0 down to
win 6-4; and Cranleigh, who provided tough
opposition for us, especially at the top end for
Olivia Rendall and Emily Elliot. Easier victories
were gained over Benenden (8-1), Sutton Valence
(6-3), and Cranbrook (8-1) with some very good
performances all round.

Team: O Rendall, E Elliot, S McGuckin, E Shannon,
L Roberts, F Nash

Captain: Olivia Rendall

Results: Played 6  Won 6  Lost 0

Coach: Martin Whitehouse, Liz Joseph
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U14B TENNIS

The U14B Tennis team did not get off to the best of
starts, losing to both King’s, Canterbury (2-7) and
Benenden (3-6), and appeared to be a little lacking
in experience. However, they soon overcame their
stage fright and started to work well as a team. An
easy 8-1 victory at Eastbourne saw the emergence
of a brilliant partnership between Megan Yeates
and Mairi Wightman, who came to be known as
the ‘trusty duo’. Both quiet and unassuming, they
proceeded to lose only 1 of their remaining 12 sets
of the season, demonstrating some very steady and
productive tennis. A tightly contested match was
played against Sutton Valence (5-4), with Libby
Gerrard rushing back from the Kent Athletics
Championships to assist the team and Katie
Huckstep and Lauren Keating looking to get into
Guinness World Records for the longest match
played. Cranleigh (6-3) and Cranbrook (9-0) were
very satisfactory wins to end the season on a high,
and were a true indicator of what the girls should
expect of themselves next year. 

Team: E Campin, E Gerrard, J Fox, K Huckstep, 
M Wightman, M Yeates, L Keating

Results: Played 6  Won 4  Drawn 0  Lost 2

Coach: Liz Joseph

JUNIOR GIRLS TENNIS (U12, U13A, U13B teams)

If being committed, loyal, keen and pleasant was
the criteria for success on the tennis court, all the
Junior girls’ teams would be playing in the
National Schools Finals!

As it is, the U13 girls, last season’s Kent Schools
U12 Champions, fulfilled their potential this year
by winning their section of the Team Tennis
Competition. They played some excellent tennis to
remain unbeaten and go through to play Tonbridge
Grammar and TWGGS in a triangular Kent Final.
Captain Nicola Wilkinson used all her experience
and guile to beat her Tonbridge opponent 6-3 in
the first leg of the final while Jade Man dug deep
to graft out a 7-5 win against hers. Elusive Claudia

Vanea won easily and Victoria King, queen of the
long rallies, scurried and hustled to a 6-3 victory.
Both pairs won their doubles convincingly and so
we went off to TWGGS, who had also beaten
Tonbridge, with one win under our belts. This was
a more tense occasion with more experienced
opposition to play, but Nicola, Victoria and Emma
Thompson all won their singles. The girls
eventually took the match 4-2 and qualified for the
South-East Regional finals. We wish them well.
The U13B team played well throughout the
summer, beating Benenden in their section of the
Team Tennis before losing to the TWGGS team
which reached the finals. Emily Shepherd-Baron
and Anna Turner-Major share the most improved
player’s award and are congratulated on their
determination and commitment on court
throughout the year. 

Our unbeaten U12 team rallied through to the Kent
Schools finals without loss of a set in the early
rounds, and I think we all secretly hoped that they
might find the weaponry to retain the trophy won
last season. Unfortunately on the day, they were no
match for a strong Bromley High team who beat us
and went on to win the tournament.  

Thank you to coaches Martin Whitehouse and
Justin McHue, who have made a great contribution
to the increased strength, tactical play and
accuracy in the Junior squads.  

Team:  U13A: N Wilkinson, C Vanea, V King, J Man,
E Thompson; U13B: E Shepherd-Barron,
A Turner-Major, P Young, C Somerset, H Barker;
U12: N Gonzalez-Morales, N Farrant, C McMenamin,
G van den Hoek

Captain: U13 N Wilkinson  U12 N Gonzalez-Morales

Results: U13: Played 10  Won 6  Lost 4; U12: Played 5
Won 4  Lost 1

Achievements: U13A: National Schools Team Tennis
Championship Kent Winners

Coach:  Martin Whitehouse, Pat Morecroft, Justin
McHue
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SWIMMING

SWIMMING SQUAD

Still buoyant after last year’s Junior Boys’ success
at the National Finals, Sevenoaks Swimming
Squad embarked upon a new season with an
average of ten swimmers taking part in early
morning (6:30am) training sessions three times a
week, and many more involved in other squad
sessions and galas in the build-up towards the
Division 11 and Kent Schools’ competitions.   

The girls swimming squads narrowly lost to
TWGGS and City of London Freemen’s and
convincingly defeated Combe Bank, but were
unfortunate in being disqualified in the Division 11
relay trials. Later in the year they avenged this
setback with some successful performances at the
Kent School Championships, Caroline Gloyne (Y9)
crowned Kent champion (100m butterfly), Hanna
Cameron (Y10), Heather Catchpole (Y10) and Jess
Fox (Y9) all producing good times, accompanied
by the Junior girls squad, who have showed great
potential in all galas, in particular Tabitha Adams,
Zoe Carver, Sophie Simpson and Elsa Cameron
(Y7) and Harriet Barker, Sophie Adair, Lizzie
Seeley and Victoria King (Y8)

Boys squads at Sevenoaks again enjoyed success,
beating St Olave’s and Merchant Taylors’. We were
crowned Kent Champions at U16 level for the
4x50m freestyle relay, setting a new record by
eclipsing the previous mark that had stood for 15
years, winning the Division 11 (Kent & Surrey) for

trials the same event and becoming bronze
medallists for the U16 4x50m medley relay,
enabling the U16 boys squad to be selected to
compete in the 50th ESSA (English Schools
Swimming Association) National finals in
Sheffield.  

The squad of Max Wallis (captain), James
Manning, Harry Ponting, Max Thorpe, Tom
Whittaker and Robbie Hammond (who are all U15
competing a year young), travelled to Sheffield in
February full of energy after intense training.
Excellent swimming by all boys meant that
Sevenoaks School finished fifth in England in the
freestyle relay (4x50m long course) and 11th in
England in the medley relay (4x50m long course),
a commendable achievement. The final
competition of the season was the Bath and Otter
Cup, an invitational HMC U19 relay competition
held at Whitgift School. Sevenoaks entered a team
of their national finalists (U15) supplemented by
Sam Perry (L6) and Chris Baddeley (Y11). After
their dedication to training over the past year they
managed to produce some encouraging times
against a strong and older field.  

Captains: Senior Girls: Sophie Wilkinson, Senior Boys:
Tom Farrant; Intermediate Girls: Caroline Gloyne;
Intermediate Boys: Max Wallis; Junior Girls: Sophie
Adair, Junior Boys: Alex Robbins

Achievements: 

5th – National Final U16 Boys Freestyle Relay

11th – National Finals U16 Boys Medley Relay

Kent & Surrey Champions U16 Boys Freestyle Relay

Kent & Surrey Runners-up U16 Boys Medley Relay

Kent Champions and New Record Holders U16 Boys
Freestyle Relay

Kent Runners-up U16 Boys Medley Relay

Caroline Gloyne – 100m Butterfly Kent Champion U14

James Manning – 100m Freestyle Kent Silver Medallist
U16

Coaches: Andrew Bird and Matt Perkins
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‘You haven’t tied a stopper knot in the Spinnaker
sheet,’ I said, as we left the small Danish Match
Race Haven in Middelfart. ‘We were told not to,’
came the reply. I demurred, but half an hour later
discovered the value of the advice. Danish Match
28s broach ever so easily and only letting the
spinnaker fly saved us from a half-capsized yacht.
Five hard days of race training in some of the very
best Match Race boats in the world left our team of
eight sailors very much more aware of the thrills of
Match Racing and very tired. With Women’s Match
Racing to feature at the 2012 Olympics, watch this
space.

2008 also saw the school return in force to the
Schools’ Fleet Race event at Itchenor. This year we
took four Fireflies and had three days of hard but
exciting racing. Georgia Trapp and Camilla
Pudney proved to be the stars of the show, coming
second, but first school boat in the Firefly Class.

The Team Racing Championships held this year at
Bough Beech, our home club, were a great success.
Sadly the Americans did not attend, but a very
strong Irish contingent was present. Both A and B
teams sailed fantastically well with some major
and impressive wins. Then, as so often, they had to
meet in the semi-finals, and this year the A team
proved the stronger, going through to the final
against Magdalen College School, Oxford (MCS),
whom we had already faced on several occasions
during the season. MCS took race one, but
Sevenoaks rallied and crushed MCS in race two. In
the tie-breaker, MCS took an early lead, Sevenoaks
raced to the limit to regain it, only to have MCS

pass them to take the final race and the trophy
with one of the most outstanding performances by
a British team. A great day for MCS and their Old
Sennockian coach James Unwin – but James knows
well that Sevenoaks won’t let this rest.

This year Sevenoaks purchased its first Access
dinghies – boats especially designed for sailing
and racing by sailors with disabilities. This means
that we can provide sailing opportunities for all
Sevenoaks pupils, and have also become a major
partner of Bough Beech Sailability. Sevenoaks
pupils, led by Nicci Shall and Claire Makepeace,
ran a Middle School disco and sold doughnuts to
raise funds. Our caterers, Chartwells, also made a
generous financial donation, and Puddleducks of
Sevenoaks donated a sailing-themed patchwork
quilt to be raffled. The project now has six boats
and Sevenoaks pupils regularly give their time to
help.

With over 60 members in the School Sailing Club,
keeping things ticking over smoothly is impossible
without the dedication of the senior sailors. Felix
Danczak as captain brought huge energy and
enthusiasm to every aspect of what we did (apart
from being the tallest person to ever crew a
Firefly). Lilly Kottsieper, Seb Bailey and Robin
Miller made a great team.

Richard Gibbons (OS) has continued his sterling
work with the Feva sailors who are now becoming
an important part of the racing groups. His work
has been generously supported by other parents
who have towed boats, ferried sailors and
generally facilitated in every area possible.

Of course, sailing would not happen on a day to
day basis without the enthusiastic support of the
staff, gap year students, OS helpers and parents.
Thank you to Miss Bevan, Mark Taylor, Sam
Sturrock, Dave Newey, Bevis Field, Mrs Derby, Mr
Trapp, and Mrs Poston. Mr Day is hanging up his
wellies after nearly ten years. He has been a real
support, always calm and helpful. My heartfelt
thanks also go to the Landover brigade and the
tireless Mr Crook who goes well beyond the call of
duty to coach three days a week.

Bruce Hebbert

SAILING
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SHOOTING

Sevenoaks has enjoyed one of the most successful
shooting seasons ever; the results below represent
our most senior and prestigious victories and team
selections. It is the shooters in the Upper School
who reap the major success, having enjoyed the
fruits of two to three years of hard, dedicated
training before being selected for county or
national teams. 

Captain: Chris Russell

Vice-Captain: Thomas Firth

Adjutants: Rex Wickenden, Benjamin Anscombe

RESULTS

British Schools Smallbore Rifle Association Home
Countries National 2008: Sevenoaks shooters
R Wickenden, C Russell, S Jury, F Danczak, B
Anscombe, M Plater and P Rutherford were
selected for the England squad to shoot against
Scotland, Wales, Ireland and the Channel Isles. The
squad comprises 5 teams of 12 twelve shooters.

British Schools Smallbore Rifle Association v New
Zealand Junior Squad International Postal Match:
Rex Wickenden and Chris Russell were selected for
the British Schools team, which won by 1941
points to 1937.  

West Kent Rifle League: Summer 2008 A-team:
R Wickenden, S Jury, B Anscombe, M Plater and
F Danczak won Division 4 (W: 9, D: 1). Team
average: 483 out of 500. R Wickenden average: 99

West Kent Rifle League: Holland Tour and
International Match: T Firth, P Rutherford and
B Anscombe made up the English Junior trio and
beat their Dutch rivals by a comfortable 12 points.
Our juniors have won this title three years in
succession. Ben Anscombe took 3rd place in the
Junior International individual event.

Kent County Smallbore Shooting Association: Kent
County Junior Squad: The County A and B Teams
both finished 2nd in their respective divisions.
A Team: C Russell 96.7, M Plater 94.3,
R Wickenden 96.8, S Jury 95.1. B Team: T Firth 95.3,
B Anscombe 95.5, P Rutherford 93.7

Kent County Smallbore Shooting Association: Kent
County Ladies: The Kent C team including Steff
Jury, Marisa Plater and Fran Danczak, won
Division 9, the only Ladies team to win their
division.

The Carey Salver: Rex Wickenden, Marisa Plater,
Chris Russell, Fran Danczak, Ben Anscombe and
Tabitha Grainger were selected to represent Kent
County Juniors for the Inter-County Carey Salver
postal competition and won, beating Hertfordshire,
Essex, Surrey and Buckinghamshire by a
convincing 20 points. Fran and Tabitha made their
County Junior debuts.

Fullbore: Imperial Meeting: Fran Danczak deserves
great praise for being the youngest finalist in this
year’s 3 Stage St Georges Competition. This was
her first ever Imperial and she jumps to the second
highest shooting class by making the Top 100. A
stunning result.

Squad: A Brenninkmeijer, D Chan, R Clark,
N Codd, F Danczak, G Drewett, R Gower,
T Grainger, S Jury, H Lee-Saunders, R Pelmore,
M Plater, M Reh, N Robinson, P Rutherford,
A Walker-Smith, S Yuen

Coach: Mal West
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MICHAELMAS TERM 2007

Group Destination

Years 8, 9, 10, 11 Aachen Christmas Market trip 

Year 10 Malaga exchange  

Year 10 Spanish study trip to Granada 

Year 10, Lower Sixth La Reunion exchange

Lower Sixth Spanish study trip to Cuba

Sixth Form Tanzania/Kenya Habitat for Humanity 

Drama Drama Tour to Ibbenbüren

MUN Paris MUN

Football Football pre-season tour 

Sailing Sailing RYA Youth Team Racing Soton 

Sailing Sailing RYA Junior West Kirby 

Sailing Sailing Oxford Magnum 

Shooting IBIS shooting week 

Ski Club Ski trip

LENT TERM 2008

Group Destination

Year 8 Pontoise exchange 

Year 8 Study trip to France 

Year 9 Y9 Pontoise exchange 

Year 10 History – First World War Battlefields 

Musicians Years 10 and above, Ibbenbüren Music exchange 

Year 10, Lower Sixth Russian trip 

Lower Sixth Brussels exchange

Lower Sixth Lyon exchange 

Lower Sixth Economics & Business Studies trip to Belgium 

Lower Sixth Geography field trip to Morocco 

Lower Sixth Ski trip

D of E Bronze practice 

D of E Year 11 Silver training

MUN THIMUN 

MUN Bath MUN 

Sailing Sailing RYA Ladies Soton 

Sailing Wessex Warmer Soton 

Sailing Sailing Cambridge Cup 

TRIPS AND EXCHANGES 2007- 8
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SUMMER TERM 2008

Group Destination

Year 7 Boulogne trip 

Year 9 Lyon exchange

Year 9 Lyon holiday exchange

Year 10 Geography trip to Cevennes

Year 10 Pompeii 

Year 10 Ibbenbüren exchange

Lower Sixth Biochemistry, University of Bristol

Lower Sixth L6 Hamburg exchange  

Lower Sixth Latin and Classical Civilisation trip to Rome 

Lower Sixth Salamanca study trip 

Lower Sixth English trip to Dublin

Biology Ecuador and Galapagos

Musicians Lower School Strings course in Tuscany

Musicians Years 10, 11, Lower Sixth Sennocke Consort course in Tuscany 

CCF Army camp 

D of E Bronze practice

D of E Bronze assessment

D of E Silver training

D of E Silver expedition

D of E Gold training

D of E Lower Sixth Gold Practice and Assessment, North Wales

PROMO India 

PROMO Moldova 

PROMO Romania 

Rugby and Hockey Tour to Argentina 

Shooting IBIS shooting week

Shooting Imperial (Bisley)

Shooting NSRA

YoungSox Greece holiday

There were also around 120 further day trips, lecture visits, theatre and other excursions. 
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We again had a healthy strong contingent,
beginning the year with 236 cadets (all voluntary).
Ninety-five of these formed another bumper influx
of Y10 recruits. They spent their first three weeks
together in the Training Section, which culminated
in an evening exercise in Knole Park, after which
they joined their various sections. They then
completed a six-week First Aid course as part of
both CCF and D of E syllabi. 

For the RN section, sailing is the main adventure
training activity and the new additions of four 420s
and a Laser 2 to the fleet ensured quality time
spent on the water. Sub-aqua diving and canoeing
were also undertaken by the Y11 cadets this year.
A visit to our parent ship, the aircraft carrier HMS
Illustrious, for a day at sea was a highlight for the
section and a successful field trip to Portsmouth
included ships visits, night navigation on the
Solent and some daytime sailing out of Cowes.

The Army section were lucky enough to get some
helicopter flights from the Army Air Corps in
October, and a trip to the Firepower demo at
Warminster – a live firing attack with soldiers,
tanks and aircraft! The first overnight exercise, in
October at Mereworth Woods, involved a night
navigation exercise where the two sections also
ambushed each other. The following day was
spent at Hythe ranges doing live firing. A second
exercise in April was held at Pippingford Park
where a range of camp craft and field craft skills
culminated in a series of section attacks on
enemy positions.

The RAF managed seven trips to Wyton for Air
Experience flights, where cadets are allowed to
take the controls of their Grob Tutor planes and
even fly loop-the-loop and barrel rolls! A lucky
group of Year 11 students also went gliding. The
section ran its first overnight exercise for many
years, based in and around the school and Knole
Park and followed by trips to RAF Wyton and RAF
Hendon. Congratulations go to Sergeants Kieran
Hayward and Michael Kriger (both L6) who were
awarded Gliding Scholarships by the RAF. 

The Centurion Cup (RN) was awarded to CPO Tim
Daniels, the Army Prize to CSM Russell Martin
and the RAF Prize to CWO Oliver Kim. They have
now handed over to the new senior cadets CPO
Barnaby Dunn (RN), Sergeants Robbie Toothill and
Jeremy Cribb (Army) and CWO Felicity Thompson
(RAF), who was awarded the Commandant Air
Cadet’s Certificate of Outstanding Service for her
contribution to the corps – a prestigious national
honour.

We welcomed Second Lieutenant Malcolm West to
the Army section and Chloe Tostevin as an Adult
Instructor, and are sad to lose Pilot Officer Sarah
Bushby to Felsted School – she has been a great
asset to the RAF section.

Paul Bassett

CCF ANNUAL REVIEW 2007-8

The CCF began the year with the running of the

Field Gun intersection competition which was

postponed from Founder’s Day. In a thrilling

race, the Army Section beat the RAF section by

a single second to retain the trophy!
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Traditionally people associate the programme with
the expedition phase, and in the early part of year,
the local community soon got used to the sight of
students carrying their rucksacks on practice
expeditions. The Year 10 participants rapidly learnt
the value of teamwork and ensuring their map-
reading was up to scratch. The assessed expedition
on the South Downs benefited from some glorious
weather. Everyone worked hard to get through the
two days and found that they actually enjoyed
going beyond their comfort zones. A big thank you
must go to all staff who gave up their free time to
ensure a successful year, but special mention
should be made of Roger Woodward and Rachel
McQuillin for organising the expedition.

The Silver Award has continued to operate
smoothly under Tony Stuart, ably assisted by
Gareth Willis and members of the Biology
department. Having charged around monitoring
the groups, Tony managed to recuperate in the
Devon cream tea shops. The expedition allowed
the Year 11 students to unwind physically and
mentally after their GCSE exams.

North Wales provided the weather and
mountainous terrain to test the Gold participants.
Despite the rain, the midges came out to find the
Sevenoaks students a tasty proposition.
Nevertheless, it was inspiring to see how the
students rose to the many challenges they faced.
Fortitude, bonhomie and good teamwork all
contributed to success in completing the 100km
trek. A huge thank you goes to Ken Henderson-
Thynne, Mal West and Julia Kiggell for giving up
their Summer half term.

Cameron Kiggell

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD 2008

This year, 214 students participated in the Duke of

Edinburgh’s programme at Bronze, Silver and Gold

levels. They undertook a wide range of activities in

order to meet the criteria in the Service, Skill,

Physical Recreation and Residential projects.





SEVENOAKS SCHOOL 2007-2008 131

Not only did the evening showcase some talented
and very good looking Lower Sixth models, it
more importantly raised over £4000 for PROMO
funds. The raffle, organised by Alice Tully, made
another £1000.

Several local shops contributed their clothes,
including The Find, Harveys, Crew, Tommelise,
The Full Monte, Blush, Butterfly and Viyella. The
famous London shirt-maker Thomas Pink once
again provided goody bags and beautiful shirts
and blouses for the models to wear. Gas Station
lent clothes and also Jane, a choreographer who
was inspirational in her help with dance routines.
She was ably assisted by a parent and former
model Tineka Dillon, who showed us all how to
walk and even hit the catwalk herself. The models’
hair was beautifully styled by the Sevenoaks
hairdressers Matthew Cross. Vanessa Kisuule and
Julia Terrey designed, made and modelled their
own clothes as a finale. Nick Brookes and Florence
Tyler started the second half with a couple of their
own numbers.  

Jamie Draper organised all the music and Mr Nigel
Connell presented and sang with his usual
charismatic verve: it would be impossible to
imagine a Fashion Show without him. Thanks
must go especially to Kim Le Geyt and Jenny
Franklin for organising the whole event with the
help of their enthusiastic committee. The
modelling staff members should certainly be
commended for their style and bravery. In fact, the
teachers performed so well that one shop
requested that they model their clothes next year.

The whole event was a huge success,
professionally and slickly performed and great fun
for all involved.

Alison Maynard and Celia Duran-Oreiro

THE FASHION SHOW

The Dining Hall was transformed into a glittering

catwalk at the beginning of the Summer term as

students and staff strutted their stuff in front of an

extremely appreciative audience of 400 people.
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The Charity Action Group, a dynamic group of
Sixth Formers and two Year 11 students, meets
every Thursday afternoon and works hard to
organise and motivate charity fund-raising in the
school.  

This year their commitment has helped the school
to raise more than £19,000 for a variety of charities.
In the Michaelmas Term the Upper School had a
fun-filled week with the IC auction, PG alternative
lunch, pie-eating and many cake sales. In total,
they succeeded in raising a staggering £8000 for
international charities. 

The Middle School indulged in a spree of nail
painting, concerts, toastie-eating, ice-cream
gorging, sponge throwing and a sponsored silence
to raise a superb £3000.

In the Summer term the Juniors sold plants,
showed films, sent balloons up in the air and had
an alternative lunch, not to mention eating sorbet,
to raise yet another wonderful £3000, this time for
local charities.

The Fashion Show in April raised £4000 for
PROMO.

Alison Maynard

THE CHARITIES WE SUPPORTED

International charities

Streets Ahead Children's Centre UK (SACCA): supporting victims of the civil war in Rwanda    £3000

Lotus Outreach: supporting street children in Cambodia £3000

Schools in Morocco £1000

Habitat for Humanity £500

Doctors in Malawi £500

National charities

Refuge: supporting victims of domestic violence   £1000

The Devas Club: supporting disadvantaged youngsters in London £1000

Advance: helping brain-damaged children £1000

Local charities

Mencap: supporting children and adults with learning difficulties £1000

Oasis: supporting homeless adults and youngsters £1000

Carers First: supporting long-term carers £1000

CHARITY ACTION GROUP
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At the heart of VSU lie some core values which can
best be expressed by quoting (selectively!) from the
booklet that all pupils read before embarking upon
volunteering and making their choice of service. 

WHY DO VSU?

‘Practical arguments for doing VSU include the
facts that it looks good on references and…it also
provides an introduction to some professions…The
best reasons, though, are a genuine desire to help
others and to meet new friends.’

‘VSU is not an easy option: the people you assist
can be demanding and exhausting…VSU is a way
of learning more about yourself – both your
strengths and your weaknesses.’

WHAT DOES VSU INVOLVE?

‘Above all else opting for VSU involves acting with
a good sense of responsibility at all times. You are
making a personal commitment to the
person/people you are helping…’

It has been my happy experience that the vast
majority of pupils have espoused these values and
maintained the good standing of VSU within the
local community.

Over the years we have received a gratifying
number of letters, phone calls and personal
comments about individuals and groups who have
shown the dedication and commitment alluded to
above. It has been good to see pupils who, initially
hesitant about what they have taken on, have
grown into their roles and been highly appreciated
by those whom they have helped.

In terms of developments I have always welcomed
initiatives for new projects suggested by pupils
themselves. Such were the beginnings of the
recycling project, championed by Max Stoiber, Kate
Poston and Julia Koskella when in the Lower Sixth
in 2006. It is now well established, with a team led
by Sixth Formers but under the watchful eye of
Ashby Merson-Davies. The pupils get their hands
dirty on Thursday afternoons, and also prepare
and present assemblies on environmental matters.
A parallel team, again led by Ashby, engages in
practical tasks around the campus; the benefits are
plain to see.

Peter Young

VOLUNTARY SERVICE UNIT

Writing my final report on VSU
provides an obvious opportunity for
reflection on what it is about. 

VSU computer club
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This has been an extremely busy year for the
Parents’ Association (PA). On the social front I
have to say that we have organised three cracking
parties. In November our ‘Blues Brothers’ evening
was a complete sell-out, while the Burns’ Night
Supper in January lifted the winter gloom despite
a number of pulled muscles on the dance floor! 

The major event of the year was The Great Gatsby
Ball held, as usual, on the lawns of Park Grange. A
phenomenal amount of work goes into organising
a ball and this one was no exception, from selling

advertising space, obtaining auction prizes and
producing a programme, to tying each napkin with
ribbon and everything in between. The marquee
recreated the 1920s ambience with three-metre
palms and table decorations which gave the
impression of champagne bubbles flying through
the air. A vintage Rolls Royce completed the effect.
It was a brilliant evening. It is our major biennial
fundraiser and we were delighted to raise over
£26,600 in such a hard economic climate, ten per
cent of which has been donated to UK Youth, the
Sixth Form charity of the year. With the agreement
of and assistance from the School, we handed the
marquee over to committees from Save the
Children and Citizens Advice Bureau who ran an
event the following evening.

The PA has quietly been very active in other areas.
The Parents’ Handbook has been completely
revised. Ongoing work is required to keep our
pages of the website up to date. The second-hand
shop hums along very efficiently and its profits
add considerably to our coffers. Finally, Malcolm
Bailey, on behalf of the PA, runs the Careers Fair
each year, where parents and contacts can have a
stall to invite Year 11 pupils for work experience.
This is a great facility and we desperately need a
volunteer to take this on when Malcolm stands
down this year. 

The Climbing Wall opened in 2008 and it was
fantastic to see one of our projects come to fruition.
After hearing bids from departments at the end of
the summer term we were delighted to fund the
purchase of a digital imaging suite for the Art
Department, an electronic cricket scoreboard and
some tracking devices for Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions.

After three years I am standing down as Chair of
the PA and Nikki Brauer will take over. It has been
a hugely rewarding experience. As I said last year,
the work of the PA is a real team effort by the
committee, the estates staff, the catering staff, the
admin staff, the academic staff and, of course, the
parents who support our events. Thank you all
very much and good luck Nikki!

Mandy Cornick

PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION REVIEW 2007-8




